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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: THE THREAT OF APATHY 


Harry E. Salyards 


What you send in, is what you get. 

I want to especially thank the contributors to this issue. Three excellent half cent articles lead it off, 
the first time I can remember that ^ the pieces in the Original Articles section deal with the half 
cent series. . .and DL’s “Diary “ appears, as reliably as the ANA Convention itself. . .as does what 
I hope will be the first installment in a comparably long-lived series, Steve Carr’s Beginner’s 
Corner. . .plus a select group of additional contributions. Still, the issue is definitely a ‘spare’ 
one. Because what you send in, is what you get. 

But I’m disturbed by the fact that I’ve received more letters lately grousing about errors or omis- 
sions in free ads (4), than responses (letters or otherwise) to Red Henry’s outstanding piece on 
1801-1807 cent survivorship (zero). . .or to Dick Saxl’s provocative observations on the Butter- 
nut Hoard (zero). . .or to Ken Cable’s fresh, enthusiastic look at the whole half cent series (again, 
zero). 

Even the announcement and preview of Bill Noyes’ latest project— the kind of thing guaranteed in 
the recent past to provoke an excited mixture of commendation and condemnation— provoked. . . 
nothing. 

Some have suggested they’d like to see 80-page issues of Penny-Wise again. To them, especially, 
I say, it’s in your hands. What you send in, is what you get. 

Much has been written lately about the demise of the local coin club. Various solutions have been 
suggested— all by enthusiastic participants and contributors, of course. But those members are the 
sine qua non. As I recall the death of my own local coin club, the sequence ran something like 
this: no one takes the initiative to make the meeting interesting. . .people stop bringing coins to sell 
and trade. . .attendance declines. . .it ceases to be worthwhile for local dealers to come, further 
diminishing the chances of members to add to their collections. . .the club dies. Note the 
sequence: once the meeting ceases to be interesting, the rest follows, like a rock rolling down a 
hill. 

And Penny-Wise constitutes our ‘meeting.’ Regional meetings are nice, and the Internet adds the 
opportunity for additional contact, as does the annual convention, but for the bulk of members, this 
is it . And what you send in, is what you get. 

I’d submit that an organization where a couple of dozen people do all the work of contributing to 
‘their’ publication, while 1500-1- sit back and vegetate— except to insist on their free ads, of course 
—is an organization headed in the wrong direction. If what they read in the front pages of the 
publication doesn’t stimulate their active participation, they won’t stay around long just to read the 
ads in the back . (Review the ‘Death of a Coin Club’ sequence, above.) Furthermore, an 
organization where the kind of articles contributed by Messrs. Henry and Saxl and Cable draw 
absolutely zero response, is an organization headed in the wrong direction. 

One more time, what you send in, is what you get. 
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PROOF HALF CENTS: A COMMENTARY 

Ken Cable 


I guess I’m in a celebrated minority (along with many other EAC’ers), but I love half 
cents to distraction. I’ve been analyzing and gathering statistics on early U.S. copper coins for 
nearly 30 years. Independent of published data, I study the frequency of market appearance 
of half cents, date by date, for proofs as well as business strikes. Table I charts my recordings 
of half cents, certified and raw, personally examined. Some duplication for common business 
strikes may exist, but the data for proofe is at least 97% correct. To get a more representative 
cross-section of the overall half cent market, since May 1995 I’ve been tallying, by date, every 
half cent that appears in a numismatic advertisement in Coin World , auction catalogs, etc. At 
this time I feel I need to compile another few years’ worth of data so that my sample series is 
a closer approximation of the marketplace. 

Proof half cents are, in my opinion, the ultimate in value relative to other type coins of 
the same or later time periods. Adjectives such as unappreciated or even forgotten could 
apply to the proof half cent as a collectible. A proof half cent rolls the concepts of rarity, beauty, 
quality, historical sentiment, and often, condition census, all into one small disc of copper. 
Added to that, proof half cents are simple - one does not have to be a rocket scientist (that is, 
a variety specialist) to appreciate the prestige associated with owning a proof half cent, 
because its “rare variety” status is a given. There are presently an estimated 1 ,000 proof half 
cents believed to exist, over ail the years that half cents were coined. If this figure can be used 
to estimate the true number of surviving proofs, whether we arrive at 1 ,500 (reasonable) or 
3,000 (unlikely) the geometric rarity level of the proof half cent ranks among issues such as the 
Gobrecht dollar and is just a notch or two below that of the famed Stella! 

Adding up the proof mintages published in the PCGS population report (including both 
Originals and Restrikes), the total is 998. I know NGC has certified other dates not listed in the 
PCGS report. (See Table I.) I am not clear on where these mintage figures come from, 
although in analyzing proof half cent data in Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of United States 
Half Cents , (published in 1983), the sum totals of the pedigreed specimens listed are close 
(but not exact, sometimes a bit high, sometimes a bit low) to PCGS’s figures. Neither the Red 
Book nor any other standard coin guide that I am aware of publishes pre-1 858 proof coinage 
figures. I believe that such figures are unknown because accurate records of proof or 
specimen strikings were not kept, so I will not commit to the PCGS numbers being actual 
“mintages.” The Breen text is now somewhat dated, what with the advent of certified third-party 
grading and the population reports which are its by-product. However, the Breen book is 
apparently, to date, the most comprehensive reference for proof half cents. Also, Rick 
Coleman’s compilation and tabulation of data in his “Summary of Proof Half Cent Database” 
is an up-to-date tool for gauging rarity of the many varieties of proof half cents now known. 
Coleman’s figures add up to somewhere in the neighborhood of 1,100 specimens over the 
years 1831-57. If anyone has any other information about, or can suggest a reliable 
source for, mintage figures for proof haif cents or any other pre-1858 denomination, 
please share it with me. 

Since 1993 I’ve examined the bulk of the certified (mostly by PCGS or NGC) proof half 
cents for which I have logged data. Table II shows how the cumulative information is 
tabulated. Unfortunately, this data does not distinguish between Originals and First Restrikes, 
as I was unaware of this distinction for much of the period of this personal study of proof half 
cents. Moreover, the insert labels provided by PCGS and NGC display only the old-fashioned 
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terms of “Original” and “Restrike,” or “Reverse of 1840,” and in retrospect I believe that some 
specimens certified as Originals are really First Restrikes, as the differences are very subtle. 
While I’ve been interested in proof half cents for a long time, I’m still somewhat of a “new kid 
on the block,” and most of my knowledge of varieties within the well-known classifications of 
proof half cent dates has been gleaned within the last two years. Discussions of subclasses 
other than Series VII are beyond the scope of this article. 

While Original half cents were struck in the year or the year after they are dated, most 
of the Restrikes were believed to be coined in the late 1 850s and 1 860s. I say believed 
because, as I allude to, for certain varieties I am not totally convinced that those presently 
defined as Restrikes are properly classified. Restrikes were coined to satisfy demand for 
certain dates that were produced in deficient quantity or not produced for circulation, or for the 
Mint cabinet that was begun in 1838. I have grouped my analyses of proof half cents into four 
distinct categories, identified below. In doing so I’ve raised a number of curious questions for 
which I welcome feedback. I have found the articles written by Rick Coleman quite informative, 
although I have gathered my data and made observations independently. 

************ 


I. Pre-1831 Proofs 

This is what I refer to as the “unicorn” category, as for quite some time I was under the 
impression that no proof half cents were issued prior to 1831 . 

Roger Cohen’s American Half Cents / The Little Half Sisters alludes to proofs of 1 825-29, 
identified as Varieties EO-1 through EO-4 for the years 1825, 1826, 1828 and 1829 
respectively, with subvarieties. Breen also makes reference to about 14 proofs of these four 
years. Table III charts data compiled from Breen’s half cent text. However, as of January 
1997, PCGS has certified no pre-1831 proof half cents and NGC has certified just one 181 1 
Restrike. This is actually an 1811 obverse muled with an 1802 reverse, a die combination 
which was obtained by Joseph Mickley in 1858 and struck around that time. Six of these are 
known today (ref.; Cohen). Breen makes no reference to this being a proof, and except for this 
brief note, discussion of the 1811 Restrike is beyond the scope of this article. 

While Breen mentions the existence of proofs and obverse (one-sided) proofs of 1825-29, I’m 
not clear on the origin of these pieces. My examination data gathered actually includes one 
raw specimen of 1 828 that was advertised as a proof some years ago. Upon close inspection 
I felt this was merely a heavily polished business strike. I suspect it was either rejected by one 
or more of the grading services, or never submitted. I recorded it with no special mention other 
than that it was marketed as a proof and appeared “proof like.” 

I did not view the copper portion of the Eliasberg collection (from the 1 996 sale) and am not 
aware of whether there were any pre-1831 proofs in it. If anyone has any additional 
information or insight into any proof haif cents either dated or manufactured before 
1831, feel free to share it with me. 

II. 1831-36 Proofs 

Most proofs that I’ve examined of this Classic Head group exhibit sharply struck devices and 
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distinct doubling of the reverse lettering. It appears that the most “common” proof dates of this 
group are those dated 1831 and 1 836. My opinion is that the 1831 as a date is slightly more 
plentiful than the 1 836. There still remains debate as to whether the 1 831 is a proof-only issue. 
Certainly the fact that supposedly 2,200 specimens were struck would suggest that it isn’t, but 
only a few dozen 1831s are known, most of which are sure proofs. Some are known that may 
be business strikes. The Breen text is ambiguous because it pedigrees numerous specimens 
of 1831 Originals in grades such as Very Fine and Fine, which suggest circulation strikings, as 
these are not identified as proofs by Breen. 

I recently read an article in The Numismatist about a stray discovery of a circulated and 
perhaps business strike of the 1831 half cent. Cohen had initially published his book on half 
cents in 1971, and in his 1982 update Cohen refers to a circulation strike of 1831 (Chapter 21) 
from the reverse dies “A” and “E” that were used to strike proofs of this year. I was quite 
amused by Frank Wilkinson’s article in the March issue of P-W regarding the 1831 Original in 
reference to business strikes. All in all, my belief is that business strikes do exist, and this 
seems to be today’s printed consensus. How many are extant or known is the question. 

No less than three distinct varieties of the 1831 proofs are known: Original (Reverse of 1831); 
First Restrike (Reverse of 1836); Second Restrike (Reverse of 1840). The singular Reverse 
of 1 836 specimen I observed has high squared rims (which probably indicate that it was struck 
on the steam press - more about this later). The heavy die crack is a notable phenomenon, 
too. Any other information on the 1831 date, especially that which relates to business 
strike production or possible business strikes, or the raison d'etre of the "Restrike of 
1836", is very much welcome. 

The 1 832-35 proofs are all quite rare, although how many of each were actually coined is as 
much of a numismatic puzzle as how many pre-1858 proof coins of any other U.S. 
denomination were coined. I tend to agree with the estimates for annual output which are 
pegged below the 1831 and 1836 issues. I once examined a low-end (and perhaps not fully 
struck) certified proof of 1833, and perhaps other raw 1833s which in retrospect may have 
been proofs but were logged by me as business strikes. I did feast my eyes on a sharp, high 
grade glossy-brown specimen of 1834 (no, not the one from the King of Siam set!). 

Interestingly, Breen mentioned that there was a relatively large mintage of proof half cents in 
1 833, and he conjectured that it was to celebrate the opening of the new Mint building. While 
Breen stated that over 50 proofs of 1833 survived (as of 1983) “many in fiery red,” I’ve seen but 
one and it was mostly brown. On the other hand, other 1833s I’ve examined over the years 
may have been miscatalogued by dealers as business strikes (and thus incorrectly logged by 
me). 

The 1836 issue is an enigma. This date now is classified in three distinct categories: Original; 
First Restrike; Second Restrike. The First Restrike of 1836 is in design the same as the 
Original (Cohen die pair 1-A), with the Large Berries reverse used on Classic half cents rather 
than the Small Berries/thick rim reverse used on Braided Hair half cents. Thus, the First 
Restrike would often have been advertised as an Original, and the Second Restrike simply as 
a Restrike. There are actually two subclasses of the First Restrike, identified by Cohen as “PR- 
1" and “PR-1 a”, the latter showing die buckling over the obverse surface. 

I have received conflicting opinions about when and why the First Restrike was issued. The 
prevalent and printed consensus, and apparent conclusion, is that both this and the 1831 First 
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Restrike were coined between 1 858 and 1 860 during some scandalous collaboration at the 
Mint to satisfy a surge of collector demand for rare dates not seen in circulation. Another less 
popular belief is that this coin was struck before 1 840 to satisfy both a general public demand 
for proof half cents, and for presentation to dignitaries or for other political reasons. I lean 
toward the latter school regarding the First Restrike, since my impression was that the 
function of what is now called the Second Restrike was to provide the limited and elite 
numismatic community of the late 1 850s with an 1 836-dated half cent with the Small Berries 
Reverse similar to the design used from 1840-57. So it would seem that coining another 1836 
half cent with the original reverse of 1831-36 for this purpose would have been redundant. 
Interestingly, Breen’s Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Coins (1988) states that “several 
batches of First Restrikes were made in 1858-59.” Breen mentioned that the Large Berry 
reverse die used for the Braided Hair half cents of 1 840 onward was “rediscovered” during off- 
hours collusion sessions at the Mint, and was paired with obverses of 1 831 , 1 836, 1 840-49 and 
1'852, but mentioned nothing about the 1836 Original reverse (used for the First Restrike) 
having been involved in this operation. It would thus appear that these 1836 issues are not 
“restrikes” in the true sense of the word, and it is also conceivable that the 1831 First Restrike 
was issued sometime in the 1 830s for VIPs (recall why the Original 1 804 dollar was issued in 
1834-35). 

A personal elaboration on when the 1 836 First Restrike was struck has to do with minting 
technology and who was Chief Coiner of the Mint. In Cohen terminology, the “P” in “PR-1" 
indicates that Franklin Peale was the coiner. This would place the coin as being struck during 
1839-54 according to Cohen, apparently refuting the 1858-60 theory of Breen. My 
understanding is that Peale only coined these specimens, the design work having been done 
by William Kneass. However, Peale, under the supervision of Mint Director Samuel Moore, 
had been employed at the Mint since the early 1830s and was instrumental in procuring the 
steam press for the mint by 1835. So it is possible that Peale had coined these pieces as trial 
strikes in 1 836 or ‘37 to test out the effect of the newly acquired machinery on copper coinage, 
and that they are not Restrikes at all! The high wire rims of the 1 836 First Restrike (akin to the 
1831 “Reverse of 1836") are characteristic of well-struck business strike large cents of 1836-39 
and early Liberty Seated silver coins which were also struck over the steam press. As a 
student of all U.S. coin denominations of the 1835-40 period, this notion is also supported by 
my findings regarding such coins. This is just a thought. Any ideas or comments on this 
would be welcome! 

In Breen’s Half Cent text, both the First Restrike and the Second Restrike of 1836 indicate a 
rarity rating of R7. However, current sources suggest that of ail the half cents coined dated 
1 836, the Second Restrike (Small Berries/reverse of 1 840-57) is the rarest by far. Before 
studying the Breen data for 1836, I was not aware of this lopsidedness, having assumed just 
slightly more Originals than Restrikes were coined. I notice that only one First Restrike has 
been certified by NGC (designated merely as a “Restrike”), but I now suspect that more of 
those slabbed by PCS and NGC as Originals are actually First Restrikes. Although the 
updated edition of Cohen’s text came out in 1982, the 1997 “Red Book” still identifies the 1836 
Restrike as the Reverse of 1840-57, while valuing it only 20% higher than the Original in “Proof- 
63". Also, the leading grading services do not use the terms “First Restrike” or “Second 
Restrike”. This is so confusing. Any ideas, explanations? 

For the longest time, I had never seen an authentic 1 836-dated half cent of any variety. The 
closest I’d come was when I saw an electrotype of a ‘36 Original at a coin club meeting. But 
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in April 1996 1 met Jim McGuigan at a Boston show, and he had three specimens of 1836, all 
certified. One of each of the three varieties! And he also had four 1831s, including one circ 
that was certified as AU-55 (not PR-55), which I logged as a business strike. Jim certainly 
appreciates the rarity and value of these coins. This summer (1997) I had the opportunity to 
view yet another ‘36 Original, from one of Q. David Bowers’ rarities sales. I did not view the 
Eliasberg specimen. 

I have found the Breen text to be quite informative with the graphic illustrations and pedigrees 
of the half cents it describes, however, it does not give me a clear understanding of the “when” 
and the “why” of the 1836 coins. If anyone has additional data about 1836 half cents, 
especially regarding manufacture dates and reasons for the First Restrike, please pass 
it along to me. 

I am also looking for any known pedigree information on 1836 half cents that is not 
published in Breen’s Encyclopedia . The 1836 is a date that particularly fascinates me, for 
any variety, yet leaves me feeling like Led Zeppelin - “dazed and confused.” And while we’re 
on the 1836 subject. I’m curious as to why no business strike half cents were coined in 1836- 
37, and I suspect the answer relates to the economic situation during this phase of the Jackson 
and Van Buren administrations, which may have caused the general lack of demand for half 
cents after 1835 (so that much of the supply of 1835s languished in bank vaults). That’s 
another story. 

III. 1840-48, 1849 Small Date and 1852 Proofs 

According to R. S. Yeoman’s 1969 edition of the Handbook of United States Coins (the Blue 
Book, not the Red Book), “it is said that 18 Originals and 18 Restrikes of each of these dates 
(from 1 840-49) were coined.” This excited me decades ago, although my present observations 
plus the PCGS/NGC population reports and Breen data, among other sources, lead me to 
believe that these mintages were higher. No date in the 1 840-48 group stood out on its own 
in significant value differential until the subclasses of Restrike were discovered and publicized. 

I’ve seen mishandled as well as undamaged Original specimens of the first two years from four 
independent sources. A die crack on the 1 841 running from the area of the rim just below S3 
to the point just above and to the right of S7 was detectable even on a certified specimen that 
graded out at the XF level. This crack is clear in the Cohen photo of the 3-B die pair (PO-2). 
Three 1840s I examined were exceptionally well struck (adjustment marks notwithstanding), 
and the 1841 pieces looked strong, too, although there was fading on the cords which I could 
not distinguish as wear or strike. Strike data from 1 842-48 were inconclusive, but a spent and 
corroded example of 1848 still showed strong bead detail. The ‘49 Small Date was “all there” 
in device detail, according to my notes. 

I’ve seen only six restrikes of the date run of 1840-48. I note that the Eliasberg specimen of 
the 1843 was certified by NGC as a Second Restrike and the Eliasberg ‘44 was classified as 
a First Restrike. 

Comment: It is beyond me as to why the CDN Quarterly lists an “MS60" column for the 1 840-49 
and 1852 issues, at prices of $850 to $900. As there are no business strikes of these dates, 
the column should say “PR60,” and impaired proofs usually bring $2500-3000. (Sell me your 
“60s” at Quarterly Bid!) 
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The 1852 should fall in a class by itself. Actually, according to the population reports this is the 
most common proof half cent available. Long ago it was thought that Originals exist of this 
date, but Cohen (in 1982) spoke of the possible but doubtful existence of 1852 Originals. Now 
the consensus is that all 1852s are Restrikes. Most of the Restrikes have small berries and 
some have large berries. I have examined five examples of 1 852 and they all are of the small 
berry style. Last year one appeared at a local auction near my home town, and sold in the 
neighborhood of $4,000. This was the only proof half cent to ever appear at this auction, which 
is conducted every few months. 

Any information on manufecture dates or characteristics of varieties of the Restrikes of 
1840-49 or '62 would be welcome. I'd be especially interested to know if someone has 
seen a Large Berry example of 1852 (Series VII). 

IV. 1 849-57 Proofs except 1 849 Small Date and 1 852 


Large date proofs of 1 849 do exist, but they’re extremely rare. Proofs of 1 850, ‘55, ‘56 and ‘57 
surface once in a blue moon. The 1856 is not nearly as frequently encountered as its 
suggested mintage of over 200 would have us believe. On some 1850-57 proofs. I’ve 
observed that the strike is not as sharp as on the proof-only issues of 1 840-49. Contrast these, 
for example, with the unimpaired 1840 and ‘49 specimens I examined, where the fine details 
on the hair were fully struck up. 

The distribution of certified proofs of this later period is a curiosity. A universally puzzling 
question is, “Are there any proof half cents dated 1 853?’’ I observe that none have been 
certified by either service, Cohen has not noted any as of 1 982, and Breen mentioned that 
none were known as of his writing. I also note that only one proof dated 1851 and three dated 
1854 have been certified, as of January 1997. 

Although I haven’t studied this group with the intensity of the proof-only issues. I’m curious 
about the origin of new varieties mentioned by Rick Coleman that are not listed in the Breen 
or Cohen texts. Any additional information on proofs of 1851 or '54 (or '53!), and also 
Large Date proofs of 1849, would be especially helpful. 

************ 


Since there is apparently no source that can accurately state exactly the number of 
proof half cents coined of any year (as with 1 859 and later proof material), I find it fascinating 
that the time has come where rarity of known proof half cent varieties is evaluated so finely. 
In comparing the data in Table ill against that tabulated by Rick Coleman, while most of the 
estimates of extant proof half cents are similar, there are some notable discrepancies. Since 
Breen’s data was compiled no less than 14 years ago, Coleman’s observations and resultant 
updates are undoubtedly more accurate. As Coleman’s database is an “evolving document’’ 
it gets more and more precise as new specimens are discovered and brought into the coin 
market, or as others are reattributed. Not long ago I, and perhaps other half cent specialists, 
were unaware that there was any rarity or price differential among the 1 840-49 issues or from 
Originals to Restrikes of this period. Since the Red Book listed them all at the same price, 
“population” data were not compiled until 1 986, and the Coin Dealer Newsletter Quarterly was 
not published until 1992. There was not much else to make more than a generic market for 
these issues. 
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The standout discrepancies between the Breen and Coleman data are as follows: 

* 1831 Original/First Restrike - Breen lists many more Originals. These 
apparently have been reclassified as First Restrikes 

* 1 836 First Restrike - Breen lists only nine pedigreed specimens. Probably 5- 
10 others have been mistakenly (or perhaps unmistakenly!) Classified as Originals. 

* 1840 & 1841 Originals - Coleman’s figures are more than double that of 
Breen’s. 

* 1845 Second Restrike - Population estimate increased from 12 to 21 . 

* 1848 Series VII - Breen listed only 2 known specimens: Coleman cites 7. 
Were 5 others discovered just within the past 14 years? 

* 1 849 Small Date Original & First Restrike - Both of these figures about 
doubled from Breen. 

* 1854 - Breen states that “approximately thirty proofe are in collectors’ hands”. 
My own observations suggest considerably less extant, and Coleman lists only eight, 
including two of a copper/tin/silver composition not mentioned in Breen or Cohen. 

* 1857 - Breen makes no mention of a First Restrike. 

Color on proof half cents is an important attribute. It is almost unheard of for an 
authentic proof half cent to exhibit 100% full original mint red, and only a handful of half 
cents have been graded “PROOF RED” by both leading grading houses (PCGS and NGC). 
In the early 1980s, before the grading services were established, I got an emotional black 
eye from viewing one fully red gem proof half cent - 1 can still picture this coin in my sleep! 
However, most proofs have toned to an attractive glossy brown or gentle mixture of red- 
brown, retaining much of their original luster over the mirrored surfaces. As with silver 
coins, early copper coins with the “right” kind of toning can be eminently desirable. 
Extremely bright half cents may not be proofe at all - the color is “too good to be true” - such 
as on the 1828 of which I was suspicious. Of all the slabbed proof half cents I’ve 
examined, only a singular 1831 has graded out at “RD”, and this piece was actually about 
80% red. 

With some exceptions, some of which I alluded to, proof half cents are well-struck. 
While the dies are not perfect, as they are with modern proof coins of all denominations, 
substantial added pressure was required to strike 1 9th century proofs and this should be 
reflected in the accentuation of device detail, stars, and lettering. Sometimes very early die 
states, which proofs generally are, show anomalies that are quickly remedied, but I tend to 
be suspicious of early coppers offered as proofs if they exhibit softness of detail in areas 
that are normally well-defined. 

Will proof half cents come out of the closet soon? The Eliasberg sales have been 
a shot in the arm to the coin market in general, and the “fresh” supply from a complete set 
of U.S. coins has created a bumper crop of virgin material for the copper specialist. (I’ve 
seen a few of the Eliasberg coppers “after the fact”, but I don’t expect them to be on the 
market long.) With proof half cents, the operative word in the coin market of 1997 is 
opportunity. 
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TABLE I - HALF CENT DATE ANALYSIS 


YEAR 

MINTAGE* 

POP* 

MS 

PR 

EX'D 

1857 

35180 

422 

377 

45 

234 

1856 

40430 

264 

247 

17 

139 

1855 

56500 

917 

906 

11 

328 

1854 

55358 

468 

465 

3 

187 

1853 

129694 

552 

552 

0 

280 

1852 

7 5* 

48 

-- 

48 

5 

1851 

147672 

269 

268 

1 

134 

1850 

39812 

121 

107 

14 

86 

1849 

39900 

151 

137 

14 

75 

1848 

45* 

22 

— 

22 

2 

1847 

47* 

19 

— 

19 

3 

1846 

38* 

22 

-- 

22 

1 

1845 

35* 

16 

— 

16 

0 

1844 

46* 

15 

— 

15 

2 

1843 

51* 

22 

-- 

22 

4 

1842 

42* 

19 

— 

19 

1 

1841 

40* 

35 

-- 

35 

4 

1840 

38* 

24 

-- 

24 

3 

1836 

42* 

23 

-- 

23 

4 

1835 

398000 

875 

868 

7 

557 

1834 

141000 

359 

340 

19 

205 

1833 

103000 

405 

383 

22 

321 

1832 

51000 

144 

141 

3 

165 

1831 

2200 

25 

1 

24 

6 

1829 

487000 

151 

151 

0 

163 

1828 

606000 

766 

766 

0 

447 

1826 

234000 

131 

131 

0 

117 

1825 

63000 

112 

112 

0 

90 

1811 

63140 

55 

54 

1 

20 

1810 

215000 

50 

50 

0 

49 

1809 

1154572 

159 

159 

0 

244 

1808 

400000 

53 

53 

0 

89 

1807 

476000 

77 

77 

0 

115 

1806 

356000 

376 

376 

0 

275 

1805 

814464 

80 

80 

0 

152 

1804 

1055312 

585 

585 

0 

422 

1803 

92000 

57 

57 

0 

43 

1802 

20266 

56 

56 

0 

24 

1800 

202908 

95 

95 

0 

95 

1797 

127840 

90 

90 

0 

36 

1796 

1390 

30 

30 

0 

7 

1795 

139690 

149 

149 

0 

103 

1794 

81600 

152 

152 

0 

119 

1793 

35334 

233 

233 

0 

160 


* These figures are adapted from the PCGS & NGC reports for 
January 1997. Original/Restrike data aggregated for 1836-48. 
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TABLE II - BREAKDOWN OF PROOF HALF CENTS EXAMINED 


BRAIDED HAIR 


YEAR 

1857 

1856 

1855 

1854 

1853 

1852 

1851 

1850 

1849LD 

1849SD 

1848* 

1847* 

1846* 

1845 

1844* 

1843* 

1842 

1841* 

1840* 


ORIG REST* TOTAL 


3 — 3 

5 -- 5 

6 — 6 

0 — 0 

0 — 0 

5 5 

0 — 0 

3 -- 3 

0 — 0 

10 1 

112 

2 13 

10 1 

0 0 0 

2 0 2 

13 4 

oil 

4 0 4 

3 0 3 


CLASSIC HEAD 


YEAR ORIG 

1836* 3 

1835 0 

1834 1 

1833 1 

1832 0 

1831* 3 

1829 0 

1828 0 

1826 0 

1825 0 


REST* TOTAL 

1 4 
0 
1 
1 
0 

2 5 
0 
0 
0 
0 


TOTALS 40 14 54 


*Note: First Restrikes are grouped with Originals in the 
data tabulated here. 


- 232 - 


TABLE III - COMPILATION OF BREEN CENSUS OF PROOF HALF CENTS 


YEAR 

PRIG 

REST 

SVII 

1ST 

REST 

2ND 

REST 

TOTAL 

NOTES mRAIDED HAIR) 

1857 

44* 

— 

-- 

— 

44 

All but 4 are 1-B 

1856 

LO 

CO 


3 

— 

88 

All but 12 are 1-C 
1856 Restrikes are C/N 

1855 

40* 

— 

-- 

-- 

40 


1854 

30* 

— 

-- 

— 

30 

All proofs are 1-B 

1853 





0 

No known proofs of 1853 

1852 

— 

5 

55* 

8 

68 

No 1852 Originals known 

1851 

4 

-- 

-- 

-- 

4 


1850 

13* 

-- 

-- 

-- 

13 


1849LD 

3 

— 

-- 

— 

3 


1849SD 

12 

-- 

13 

— 

25 


1848 

11 

2 

28* 

6 

47 


1847 

18 

2 

3 

26 

49 


1846 

16* 

-- 

4 

16 

36 


1845 

14 

1 

6 

12 

33 


1844 

19* 

— 

5 

12 

36 


1843 

14* 

3 

20* 

7 

44 


1842 

14 

-- 

12 

11* 

37 


1841 

27 

-- 

4 

12 

43 


1840 

18 

3 

6 

20* 

47 



YEAR 

PRIG 

1ST 

REST 

2ND 

REST 

TOTAL 

NOTES (CLASSIC HEAD) 

1836 

30 

9 

5 

44 


1835 

20* 

-- 

-- 

20 

All but 2 are 1-B 

1834 

CO 

-- 

-- 

18 


1833 

50* 

— 

-- 

50 


1832 

16* 

— 

— 

16 

(5) 1-A, (8) 1-B, (3) 1-C 

1831 

30 

26 

5 

61 

21 Origs not listed as proofs 

1829 

4 

— 

— 

4 


1828 

3 

— 

-- 

3 

All "one-sided" proofs of 2-B 

1826 

4 

— 

— 

4 


1825 

3 

— 

-- 

3 

All 2-A, (2) are "one-sided" 


* Starred figures are estimates based on unquantified Breen 
data . 


************* 
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A Listing of the Most Significant Half Cent Sales-The Nineteenth Century 

Frank Wilkinson 

Much of what is known about the top grade half cents as well as the origins of the proof 
only half cents is to be found in auction catalogs. In addition, some of these coins were 
plated decades ago, but haven't been seen by the current group of specialists. The Alvord 
1797 lettered edge, a contender for finest known of the variety, hadn't seen the light of day 
since 1924, but it was plated in the Alvord sale, and was included in most Condition 
Census listings. The coin reappeared in the Eliasberg sale and has since found a happy 
home. The VG-Fine Mills specimen of the 1796 No Pole hasn't been seen since 1904, but 
it will reappear. 

John Adams actually compiled this list. I just took information from his first book on US 
coin auctions and wrote down the auctions he thought were significant for half cents. 

Some of these cost a few thousand dollars apiece, while others are inexpensive. 

John Adams had four grades for each catalogue which I have "interpreted" as; No grade, 
which meant the catalogue had either no half cents or the half cents were not RED HOT. 

C meant the catalogue had half cents in decent number but were mostly not in the CC/and 
or were late dates. B meant the sale had several significant half cents, A meant the sale 
was, "Everyone who collects half cents will personally attend this sale." 

I cannot go further without saying that the pair of books that John Adams wrote on the 
US auction catalogues are splendid. I am not a specialist in this area, but it seems to me 
that what he did for collecting US auction catalogues is comparable to what Sheldon did 
for collecting large cents. Reading these books was really eye opening because I had 
never heard of most of these sales before I read these two books by Adams. I now know 
of very few coins traced to any of them. 

Notes: John Adams did not write his books for just half cent collectors, he also graded 
every sale by every class of coins, paper money, and coin catalogues that are ever sold in 
"coin" catalogues. There are two books in the series, the first is on nineteenth century 
auctions from which this list was compiled-the second on twentieth century auctions up to 
1975. If anyone reading this thinks this is in part a tribute to John Adams, they are right. 
He put together a landmark set of 1794 cents. His biggest contribution to numismatics is 
these books. 

* The list of significant half cent sales of the twentieth century up to 1975 will appear in a 
future issue of P-W . 

If anyone wants to put together a list of the significant large cent sales for an article in 
P-W . let me know as I have transcribed notes so the list can be typed up in five to ten 
hours. 
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Edward Cogan 


Grade Name of Sale 

Date of Sale 

Comments/Special Coin 

A 

James E. Root 

Dec 16-18, 1878 

Gem Copper 

B 

JNT Levick 

Dec 19-20, 1859 


B 

Alfred B Taylor 

May 21-22, 1860 

Many 1/2 Cent proofs 

B 

Untitled 

Oct 18-19, 1860 


B 

Untitiled 

April 7-8, 1863 

Gem Half Cents 

B 

Mortimer MacKenzie 

June 23-24,1869 


B 

Ex Governor Packer 

Feb 27-Mar 3, 1871 

B 

Emil Cauffman 

May 3-4, 1871 


B 

Untitled 

June 9-11, 1873 

Half Cent Proofs 

B 

Harrison Sanford 

Nov 27, 1874 

EF 1796 

B 

Col Ml Cohen 

Oct 25-29, 1875 


B 

Henry Adams 

Oct30-Nov 1, 1876 

B 

Wm J Jenks 

April 12-13, 1877 


B 

Untitled 

Dec 20-21, 1877 


W H Strobridge 



Grade Name of Sale 

Date of Sale 

Comments/Special Coin 

A 

George F Seavey 

Sept 22-23, 1863 


A 

George A Seavey- 
Descriptive Catalog 

1873 


A 

James H Taylor 

Nov 16, 1875 

Superb Copper 

B 

William Lilliendahl 

May 26-28, 1862 


B 

Henry A Smith 

May 24-26, 1863 

MS 1793 Half Cent 

B 

LG Parmlee & 
Geo F Seavey 

June 18-20, 1873 

1796 & 1831 Prf 

B 

LG Parmelee (Brevoort) 

June 12, 1876 


EL 

Mason 



Grade Name of Sale 

Date of Sale 

Comments/Special Coin 

B 

Wm Fewsmith 

Oct 4-7, 1870 


B 

Untitled 

Feb 16-17, 1871 

many Proofs 

WE Woodward 



Grade Name of Sale 

Date of Sale 

Comments/Special Coin 

A 

John F McCoy 

May 17-21, 1864 

Gem Copper 

A 

Levick, Emery, lisley, & 
Abbey 

Oct 18-22, 1864 


A 

Jos J Mickley 

Oct 28,1867 


A 

Herman Ely 

Jan 8-10, 1884 

Complete Half Cents 

A 

Edwin Wright 

Feb 24-25, 1885 


B 

Untitled 

Oct 23-24, 1860 

2 sets of Half Cent Proofs 

B 

Rev JM Finotti 

Nov 11-14, 1862 

Proof 1842 

B 

Books, Colburn, 
Finotti et al 

Apr 28-May 1, 1863 


B 

Jeremiah Colburn 

Oct 20-24, 1863 


B 

Bache, Bertsch, 
Lightbody et al 

March 20-25, 1865 


B 

Wm J Jenks 

Sept 1-3,1880 
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B Ferguson Haines Oct 13-16, 1880 

B Robt Mercer Dec 8-10, 1880 

B John Burton Oct 26-28, 1881 

B Kingdoms of the World Oct 13-18, 1884 

JW Haseltine 


Grade Name of Sale 
B FPL: 

B SW Chubbuck 

B Untitled 

B Jos J Mickley 

B JW Haseltine 

Wm J Jenks 

B Sylvester S Crosby 

Scott Series 


Date of Sale 
July 1, 1872 
Feb 25-28, 1873 
Jan 13-15, 1874 
Jan 31, 1879 
June 24-25, 1880 
June 6, 1883 
June 27-29, 1883 


Grade Name of Sale Date of Sale 

B Henry Linderman Feb 28, 1888 

Frossard 


Grade Name of Sale 
A Geo W Merritt 

B Untitled 

B Untitled 

B EF Kuithan 

B Arba Borden 

B W.M. Friesner 


Date of Sale 
Jan 3, 1879 
April 3, 1880 
Dec 8, 1881 
June 30, 1883 
Dec 1, 1893 
June 7-8, 1894 


SH and H Chapman 


Grade Name of Sale 
A Thomas Cleaneay 

A Richard Winsor 

A John G Mills 

A Harlan P Smith 

B Marshall Lefferts 

B Chas I Bushnell 

B Thomas Warner 

B Chapman Collection 

B JE Bidwell & Wm Cottier 

B Frank McCoye 

B Ferguson Haines 

B Untitled 

B E Shorthouse 

B Colin King 

B Nicholas Petry 

B CT Whitman 

B WH Spedding 

B MA Brown 

B Charles Morris 


Date of Sale 
Dec 9-13, 1890 
Dec 16-17, 1895 
April 27-29, 1904 
May 8-11,1906 
July 28-29, 1881 
June 20-24, 1884 
June 9-14, 1884 
May 14-15, 1885 
June 8-10, 1885 
May 5-6, 1887 
Oct 17-18, 1888 
June 17-18, 1889 
Dec 6, 1889 
Apr 5-6, 1892 
May 10, 1893 
Aug 10-11, 1893 
Dec 3-4, 1894 
Apr 16-17, 1897 
Apr 19-20, 1905 


1796 

Half Cent Comments 


Comments/Special Coin 


Near Complete Proofs 


Comments/Special Coin 
Complete Proofs 


Comments/Special Coin 
Gem Half Cents 
Half Cent Proofs 
VF 1796 

Excellent 1/2c eg 1831 Prf 


Comments/Special Coin 

Superb Copper 
Outstanding Copper 

Key comment on 1/2 c Restrikes 
1797 LE 

MS 1793 and 1794 
MS 1811 
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SH Chapman 


Grade Name of Sale 
A FR Alvord 
B David S Wilson 
B John Lyman 
B William Gable 
B Gilbert Kingman 

Henry Chapman 

Grade Name of Sale 
A Matthew Stickney 
A George H Earle 
A Allison Jackman 
A John S Jenks 
B Andrew Zabriskie 
B WB Guy 
B George Parsons 
B Clarence Bement 

George Massamore 

Grade Name of Sale 
B Untitled 

Geroge Cogan 

Grade Name of Sale 
B J Wily Aulick 

Steigerwalt Auctions 


Date of Sale Comments/Special Coin 
June 9, 1924 Arguably best collection ever 
March 13-14, 1907 
Nov 7, 1913 

May 27-29, 1914 Excellent Copper 

Feb 26-27, 1 920 Proofs w comment on # struck 


Date of Sale Comments/Special Coin 

June 25-29, 1907 

June 25-29, 1912 

June 28-29, 1918 MS 1811 

Dec 7-17, 1921 

June 3-4, 1909 

Nov 3-4, 1911 Excellent Varieties 

June 24-27, 1914 
May 29, 1916 


Date of Sale Comments/Special Coin 
Nov 30, 1883 1796 


Date of Sale Comments/Speciai Coin 
Apr 12-13, 1883 


Grade Name of Sale 
A Henry Barclay 

B John S Rohrer 

B Chas Brown 

B Wm Starr 

B Barclay-Rohrer 

B George Morris 

B George Crawford 

B Kerr, Roberts, & Sebring 
B Victor Long 

B Wm S Appleton Pt 1 

B Barr & Pyfer 


Date of Sale 
April 9-10, 1885 
June 13, 1882 
Oct 15-16, 1884 
Dec 1 9-20, 1 884 
June 4-5, 1885 
June 16, 17, 1891 
July 13, 1894 
July 16, 1896 
April 22, 1897 
May 21-22, 1907 
May 2, 1910 


Comments/Special Coin 
Excellent Half Cents 

Proof 1831 

Many copper proofs 
Choice half cents 

Excellent copper-Pyfer knew Copper 


Steigerwalt Fixed Price Lists 


Grade Name of Sale 
A $15,000 Coll 

B $5000 Coll 

B $8000 Coll 

B $10,000 Coll 

B $10,000 Coll 


Date of Sale 
Nov, 1895 
July, 1890 
Oct, 1890 
Dec, 1890 
Feb, 1891 


Comments/Special Coin 
Choice 1/2 cents 
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B 

$12,000 Coll 

Sept, 1891 


B 

$12,000 Coll 

Jan, 1892 


B 

$12,000 Coil 

Oct-Nov, 1892 

Excellent copper 

B 

$15,000 Coll 

Nov, 1894 


B 

$15,000 Coll 

Feb, 1897 


B 

$25,000 Coll 

1898 


B 

$25,000 Catalog 

No Date 

Fine set of Half Cents 

B 

Total Value $25,000 
Valuable Collection 

1902 

1796 

B 

Ibid. 

1903 


B 

10% Reduction Sale 

Undated, but 
from July, 1908 

New Variety announced 

HG Sampson 



Grade Name of Sale 

Date of Sale 

Comments/Special Coin 

B 

LF Montayne 

Apr 27-28, 1881 

Proofs 

B 

Untitled 

Feb 16-17, 1882 

Proof 1831 

B 

John Marr & 

CF Frothingham 

May 29, 1883 

AU 1796 

HP Smith 



Grade Name of Sale 

Date of Sale 

Comments/Special Coin 

B 

CJ Stedman 

Nov 17-18, 1882 

Gem 1811 

B 

Walter Hubbard 

July 12-13, 1883 


C 

Sandham & Cushing 

Jan 18-19, 1884 

Proof 1829 

Lyman Low 



Grade Name of Sale 

Date of Sale 

Comments/Special Coin 

B 

Foster Ely 

Nov 29-30, 1886 

Proof 1/2 Cents 


Henry Linderman 

June 28, 1887 

Proofs 

B 

Henry C Miller 

June 15, 1897 


B 

Untitled 

June 23, 1900 

1796, 1847 Original 

B 

HG Brown Pt 1 

Oct 11, 1904 


B 

Jas A Bryant Pt 2 

Dec 12, 1906 

11 Proofs (Many to Ryder) 

B 

Dudley Child 

Feb 25, 1908 


B 

Henry Phelps 

Mar 30, 1908 


B 

Untitled 

Jan 25, 1912 

Gem Half Cents 

B 

CM McCrea 

July 28, 1916 

1796 (2) 

B 

Edw Steers & 
D. duP. Breck 

May 25, 1920 


B 

JC Hills Pt 1 

Dec 1, 1923 


NY 

Coin 



Grade Name of Sale 

Date of Sale 

Comments/Special Coin 

A 

Lorin G Parmelee 

Jan 20-24, 1890 

Definitive for Copper 

A 

EW Ropes 

Dec 15, 1893 

Gems 

B 

R Coulton Davis 

Jan 20-24, 1890 


Bang/ Bangs & Merwin 



Grade Name of Sale 

Date of Sale 

Comments/Special Coin 

B 

Benj Haines 

Jan 19-23, 1863 

Excellent Copper 

B 

JC Randall 

Nov 28, 1882 

1796 


************* 
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THE SPIKED CHIN HALF CENT OF 1804 

Wallace Lee 


I dusted off my loupe, dug out my coins and the books, and thumped some new 
knowledge into my brain again. We always need a refresher course so we don’t get stagnant. 
This research follows the life of one obverse die, 1804 Obverse 1 and la, through five 
marriages of our little half sisters. Obverse 1 , used for the 1804 C-1 variety, and obverse la 
(the spiked chin), used for 1804 C-5, C-6, C-7, and C-8, has a large crosslet 4 in the date, 
placed much higher than the 1 80, and nearly touching the bust. 

I. 1804 C-1 My coin #1 , EF-40 Obverse 1. Die state I . Breen plate coin for the 

perfect obverse. No crack B to E. 

Reverse A. Slight crack from T of STATES to rim 
between M and E of AMERICA. 

My coin #2, VF-25 Obverse 1 . Die state IV + slight crack over 

LIBERTY. 

Reverse A. Same cracks as on coin #1 . 

My coin #3, VF-35 Obverse 1 . Die state V. Slight cracks only over 

BERTY. 

Reverse A. Second use. Two cracks, heavy. 

Letters ES of STATES hardly legible. 

II. 1804 C-5 Obverse la, the Spiked Chin: due to the entrapment between the dies 

of a superfluous piece of hardened excess copper or a fractured piece 
of a die, causing a protrusion at the chin and also from the mouth, as 
well as scraping marks in the right field in front of the neck near the rim. 

The very earliest strikes of this marriage with Reverse B (the equidistant 
numerator) did not have this spiked chin. A proposal is now afoot to 
rename this variety C-3, as per Cohen’s original listing, with the current 
C-5 variety becoming die state C-3a. I believe that, after 80 years of 
identification as a die variety (this was originally Gilbert-1 1), relegating 
C-5 to die state status would cause a lot of confusion. 

My coin #1, VG-8, Cohen Sale lot 149. Obverse la. Die State I. Spiked 
chin, no bulge. Slight crack through LIBERTY. 

Reverse B, the equidistant numerator. Only a slight crack under 

STATES. 

My coin #2, VG-7, Cohen Sale lot 146. Plated in Cohen’s second edition 
as “No Bulge.” Obverse la. Die State I. Spiked chin, no bulge. Slight 
crack through LIBERTY. 

Reverse B. Nearly state III; a bisecting crack is not complete from 
the L of HALF to the leaf of the wreath above it. 

My coin #3, EF-40. Obverse la. Spiked chin with a bulge in the field at 
the rim in front of Liberty’s face. Slight crack through LIBERTY. 
Reverse B. Terminal die state (state VIII). All cracks described in 
Breen are prominent, plus the following new cracks: 

- caved-in area under ATES OF to the wreath 

- a faint new crack from the first O to the 2 

- a slight new crack through the second 0 
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- a slight new crack from F, to the rim 

- a slight new crack from the top left serif of R, to rim 

- a slight new crack across the right branch of the third most 
upper leaf. 

III. 1804 C-6 This is the “Mother Hubbard” variety of all the half cents, due to the 

twenty or more die states available as a result of a crumbling reverse die. 
Obverse la, the spiked chin. All the remaining obverses have the 
bulge on the obverse in front of Liberty’s face. The crack through 
LIBERTY is still slight. 

Reverse C. I have 19 different coins showing the various die states. 
What a challenge trying to find any new additions! 

IV. 1 804 C-7 Nearly as interesting as the C-6 to collect for die states, as there are at 

least ten different. 

Obverse la. Spiked chin with bulge. The crack through LIBERTY is 
still slight, but becoming more prominent. 

Reverse D. I have six or seven different die states of this variety and 
am always on the prowl for another, if I can find any in high grade. 

V. 1804 C-8 This fifth marriage of Obverse 1 will spell its doom. This little gal has 

blessed us collectors with the greatest bunch of die varieties ever to be 
created, her Spiked Chin standing out like the Statue of Liberty through 
the last four-how could you miss it? 

Obverse la. Spiked chin with bulge. The bulge stayed the same 
throughout all the die marriages, but the crack over the tops of the 
letters in LIBERTY here finally develops into a full-fledged rim break. 
I have nine die states of this obverse. 

Reverse E. Finally a reverse outlives the 1 a obverse! This reverse 
continues on through the C-9 and C-10 varieties. 

I have been collecting half cents for 25 years and still have a lot to learn - but that’s 
what make this hobby so enjoyable. 


************* 


AFTER 4 YEARS IN EAC, I'M STILL ... A BEGINNER! 

Steve Carr 

Four years ago this past summer, I was looking at some old coins in a jewelry store with 
my son Jim (who was 8 at the time). We found a box of large cents for $2 each. They even 
had dates on them! Of course, they were pretty beat up, but hey - they were only $2 each. 
Both of us bought one. 

That was the first step in my introduction to large cent collecting. The second was 
joining EAC. 

Your introduction to large cents was probably different than mine, but I will bet that most 
of us started with a low grade copper. And, if you are reading this, you have probably joined 
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When I joined EAC, I discovered that collecting large cents could be a complicated 
venture. There was a whole new vocabulary that I needed to learn. Terms like verdigris, 
scudzy, condition census, and brushing (to mention only a few) all needed a definition. 
There were new chemicals that could be used to “improve” your coins, like xylol, CARE, 
Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner, and even olive oil. And storing coins in paper envelopes? 
Or making tin foil impressions? 

The list goes on and on and on. 

What was I to do? I needed some of this knowledge just to survive in early copper 
collecting. I started by asking questions of other EAC members. Most of the time I got an 
answer that made sense to me. Sometimes, the answer left me even more clueless. And 
sometimes, I would get no answer. 

Over the past four years, I have learned a lot about copper coins, their care, 
preservation, and how to determine their proper grade. But you know, even after four years 
I still have so much to learn. In reality, I am still a beginner. 

To help other “beginners,” be they collectors of a month or fifty years’ duration, I 
have volunteered to do a column for Pennv-Wise on topics for Beginners. I know what 
topics have puzzled me, and I can write about those topics. But I would also like your input 
on what should appear in this column. You can contact me by mail (P.O. Box 40492, 
Overland Park, KS 66204), by phone (913 - 383 - 2568) or via the internet 
(scarr4002@aol.com). I look forward to hearing your suggestions. 

CRUD REMOVAL 


First some definitions: 

DEVICES - raised parts on a coin. These include stars, legends, the date, 
denomination. Liberty, and the wreath. 

CRUD - “dirt” usually found around the devices of a coin. This will often fill in 
letters, give stars a rounded look between points, and make the 
wreath look fuzzy on its borders. Crud is composed of dirt and oil. It 
will usually wash away fairly easily. After removing crud, color along 
the devices may be different than the rest of the coin, because the 
original copper surface has been exposed. 

VERDIGRIS - a blue-green deposit on the surface of a copper or bronze object. 

Principally composed of copper surface, it reflects a chemical 
alteration of the surface metal - technically, a salt formed by 
corrosion ~ which if removed, often leaves pitting on the coin’s 
surface. 

XYLOL - also known as xylene. A colorless hydrocarbon frequently used as a 
solvent. It will dissolve oils. FUMES FROM XYLOL ARE TOXIC. 
USE IN A VENTILATED AREA. 
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BLUE RIBBON COIN CONDITIONER - a cx)mpound sold in most coin shops. Used 
to “brighten up” old copper coins. Replaced “CARE.” Rumored to 
contain mostly olive oil. 

The vast majority of large cents are circulated examples. As they passed from hand 
to hand, they accumulated dirt, debris, salts, and oils around the devices. If left in place, 
this can promote corrosion on the coin. It also detracts from the appearance of the coin. 
Removing this crud can improve the appearance of your coin and help prevent future 
corrosion of its surfaces. 

To remove crud, you need an artist’s paint brush, xylol, some “Q-tips^some tissues, 
and Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner. All of these items are available through advertisers in 
Penny- Wise , or they can be purchased locally. 

A #2 artist’s brush seems to \work best. Use a razor blade to shorten the bristles to 
a length of 1/4" - 14". Be sure the bristle length is consistent. Otherwise, you may scrape 
the coin surface with the metal bristle holder. 

Dip the brush into the container of xylol. Touch the brush bristles to the coin and wet 
the entire surfaces. Let the xylol soak into the crud and verdigris for about a minute. 

Dip the brush in xylol again and hold the brush vertically over an area with crud. 
Push the brush down gently until the bristles contact the surface and then wiggle it back 
and forth. Be careful not to scrape the coin with the metal portion of the brush. Lift the 
brush up and examine the area you just “cleaned.” If additional crud is still present, repeat 
this step. If it has been removed, move to another area of the coin and continue to remove 
the crud. Be gentle, as a too vigorous motion can remove the surface oxidation and leave 
part of the coin a shiny copper color. 

Use this technique for the entire coin surface, even areas where crud is not evident. 
This will ensure that all the grease has been removed from the coin’s surface. 

The oil, dirt, and salts will be dissolved into the xylol. But if the xylol itself 
evaporates, this will leave a residue on the surface of the coin. So you must either keep 
the surface wet with xylol, or you must use another means to remove this residue. 

If you keep the coin surface wet with xylol, the residue can be removed by gently 
dabbing off the xylol with a tissue or a “Q-tip.” If you let the xylol dry, you can remove the 
residue using Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner. 

The final step in removing crud is to provide a protective coating to the coin’s 
surface. If you do not, the surface will oxidize. In the “old” days, coins were frequently 
coated with lacquer. Lacquer, however, can be difficult to remove. Coin wax was also 
used, applied with a “cent brush." But this method seems to have disappeared. 

The current method is to coat the coin with Blue Ribbon. Dip a “Q-tip” into the Blue 
Ribbon and dab it on the coin. Cover the entire surface. If you are not in a hurry, you can 
let the Blue Ribbon sit on the coin for a couple of hours. This is especially helpful if the coin 
is porous, as it allows the Blue Ribbon to soak into the small crevices of the porous areas. 
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After the Blue Ribbon has been on the coin for a sufficient period of time, remove it by dabbing a 
“Q-tip” over the surface. You can also use a clean tissue. 

Once you have removed the crud, look closely at your coin. You probably have 
improved it. It should look a little brighter, a lot cleaner, and have more eye appeal. On 
later date cents, you might even be able to see some of the diagnostic lines now! 

A couple of final notes. First, do not use this method to clean uncirculated coins. 
Since they never circulated, they should have no crud on them, and should not need this 
type of cleaning. Second, practice on an “expendable” coin before tackling your better 
ones. If you make a mistake, it is easier to accept on that AG cull than on a choice VF coin. 

Isn’t it fun being a beginner? 


Hr************ 


ROD BURRESS, EAC#109 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, OH 45215 

FOR SALE: 

#4 Soft jeweler’s brush $8.50 each 

Jeweler’s tissue 4x4 inch sheets box of 1 ,000 sheets $7.50 250 sheets $2.50 

Xylol 4 oz. bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $3.00 

Acetone 4 oz. Bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $3.00 

Wooden Stick Q-tips $4.50 per 500 $8.50 per 1 ,000 

Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner 2 oz. bottle $2.50 
Cast Iron Notary Seal Machine converted to make aluminum foil pressings 
regular size $34.00 small size $32.00 

Notary Machine - unconverted - for the do-it-yourselfer reg. $18.00 small. $16.00 

Double Row Coin Storage Box For 2 X 2 holders 14 inches long 

premium quality heavy duty . 1 03 wgt. pasteboard ~ color red $4.25 ea. 

Heavy Duty 28 lb. 2 X 2 Coin Envelopes colors gray, brown, or white 

pkgoflOO $2.75 box of 500 $12.00 box of 800 $17.00 

Cotton Liners 1 00 percent soft cotton flannel interest. Fit inside standard 2X2 coin envelopes. 

Send SASE for sample. $22.00 per hundred 
VIGOR 1 0X Triplet magnifying glass very high quality optics - best glass on market to my 
knowledge for its size and price 

extra wide 13/ 16 inch lens aplanatic, achromatic $39.00 ea. with cord 
Sulfur Ointment 10% solution 1 + oz. jar $2.50 

Attribution guides for matron head cents 1816 - 1835 $4.00 approx 37 pgs 

Add $3.50 per order ($4.00 for Western States) for shipping. Shipping by UPS - you must give a 
street address, not deliverable to P.O. Box. 


************* 
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ANA '97 - DL'S DIARY 

Denis W. Loring 


All righty folks, settle in. I'm pleased to present, for the first 
and (possibly) last time, the expanded, economy-size version of DL ' s 
Diary. You see, ANA is in New York this year. The pre-show, which will 
be even bigger in terms of the number of dealers, is less than 3/4 of a 
mile from my apartment. So, I can be there - here - for the whole thing, 
eleven days of coins, all to be dutifully reported herein. Stop groaning. 
I'll try to keep it to less than a novel. 

Wednesday, July 23: The Coliseum, site of the pre-show, is halfway 
between office and home, so picking up my photo ID is a snap. . . Tom 
Reynolds arrives at 8:30. He's moving into the guest bedroom (aka the 
study) for the duration. Can't beat the price, and it even comes with 
breakfast... his MS 1840 N3 will never make it to the show. The fun has 
begun . 

Thursday, July 24: Pouring rain, which is supposed to continue all 

day. Now the dealers have no way to escape. . . Tom, Donna and I get to the 
Coliseum only slightly waterlogged... Chris Victor-McCawley and Alice are 
already here, followed quickly by Doug Bird, Alan Weinberg, and 
Tony Terranova. . . the entrance hall gradually fills. . . 10 AM - opening 
bell. . . Now here's a way to start a show: Ken Goldman produces a VF-30 

1793 Liberty Cap. It's priced to sell, and it does... Doug Bird shows me 
a gorgeous MS-64 1835N1, a new find. That one's on its way to Ohio... 
couldn't sell my VG S-l, so I had it slabbed as Fine. See ya . . . three 
hours of floor-walking produces exactly one purchase, a VG 1830 SL for all 
of $8... someone announces a free lunch buffet sponsored by NGC, and the 
hordes descend. Coin dealers and free food, a match made in heaven. . . 
check my voice mail at work to find a critical meeting on financial 
results has been moved from tomorrow to 3:30 today. Expletive deleted. 

Bye . 


Friday, July 25: Back in the office. Hope Tom and Donna have fun. . . 

Kenny calls at 2:00- "Denis, get over here. I have a coin that might 
interest you." After a little fencing, he tells me what it is. Hmmm. . . 
guess I'll leave work early today. High-tail it to the show, catch Kenny, 
see IT, after being sworn to secrecy. I have some thinking to do 
tonight... remember yesterday's story of the S-l? Same deal today with my 
1838 Nil proof, graded 60+ . Couldn't sell it, out to PCGS, back it comes 
as 64, wave it good-bye. I'm a slow learner, but I think I'm finally 
getting it... look at all the Heritage lots, plus a few MacDonald coins 
they had brought along for me. Only one "gotta have" - the 1800 S-194, a 
beautiful 60+. Will I be successful? Check back Saturday... Doug's 
AU-55 1834 N6 decides to travel with the 35N1... sushi for dinner, a 
little neighborhood shopping (Tom: "This is New York?"), and home. 

Saturday, July 26: We'll keep it brief; 

Morning: 3-1/2 hours at show. Nada . The Goldman deal was not to be. 

Midday: Work out, look at Bowers lots, bring Donna lunch. 

Afternoon: five hours at the show, yielding an 1846 N9 in VF (but it 

was undergraded) . Whoopee . 

Evening: CVM and Alice, Tom, Donna and I take Mark and Mary Borckardt 

out for their 17th anniversary. 
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Sunday, July 27: Go to show. 47N22, VF-35. Pack up. Go home. 

W-e-1-1, so much for the pre-show. Sure glad I live nearby. 

Monday, July 28: Back to work. Tom handles the Rarities Sale. 

Nothing doing. He and I have dinner with Bob Clark, who adds Ken's S-13 
and Doug's S-111, both VF-30, to his steadily-growing set of early dates. 
PNG day tomorrow. 

Aside - This doesn't feel like a real ANA. Between going to the 
office and sleeping at home, I don't have the "total immersion" experience 
of ANA week. Maybe it'll be different once the action really starts. 

Tuesday, July 29: Office first, then to the Marriott (half a mile 

away) for the PNG bourse... Jack Beymer has a nice VF 1839/6 - expensive, 
but where ya gonna find another?... hey- a real R-6! 1798 S-183, VG-7. 
Unfortunately, it's attributed, slabbed and overgraded. Still affordable, 
though... after an hour, return to the office, then pop back in around 
lunchtime, office again, ANA setup at 5:00. Two more hours produce a 
choice VF-30 S-167, worth stretching for (I hope), and a coupla late dates 
from Jim Skalbe... back to (actuarial) business one more time for a dinner 
meeting, then home at last, circa 10:00. Whew! 

Wednesday, July 30: With me as bodyguard, Tom takes his very first 

New York City subway ride down to the show. He survives the experience... 
this year, the bourse is on two different floors. The "main" floor is all 
U.S.; the other floor (a much prettier room, by the way) has foreign, 
ancient, and the overflow U.S. dealers. All the copper people are on the 
main floor. While Tom sets up, I wander upstairs... and get lucky! 1855 
NIO, all stars strong, MS-63 with lotsa red. I've been looking for one 
for a while as a companion piece to my proof. Nice way to start the 
day... peddle Tom's Fr-Ag 1793 Liberty Cap to Mark Borckardt . . . back to 
the table for the 10:00 opening... Bob Schuman comes by... and here's my 
better half! Morning, cutie... there's almost no "fresh" copper around 
that isn't absurdly overgraded and overpriced, and certainly not enough 
rare and/or choice material to satisfy demand (one man's opinion, 
anyway) . . . buy a roll of Unc . Morgan dollars - AARGHHH! - for Equitable's 
controller, who likes 'em as Hanukkah gifts for his nieces and nephews... 
time for my midday work break. Stop in the office for an hour, send a few 
faxes, and back to the action, bearing a priceless gift for my beloved 
(Nathan's french fries) . . . wander the floor, and find a Good S-142 
misattributed as S-136. Sort of a semi-cherry, I guess., the Heims are 
distributing their new half cent book. . . pretty steady stream of people at 
the table... 4:00 Judges meeting. U.S. Coins and Best-of-Show this year. 
Only five U.S. exhibits; might as well get 'em done now -- Donna goes 
home... Tom and I hang in till closing time, then go to a Numismatic 
Theater presentation: Dave Bowers, John Ford, and Mike Hodder holding 

forth on all manner of things... home at 9:00 for a little house 
cleaning: NBS party tomorrow, 7-9 PM at the Levin/Lorings , Chinese buffet 

included. This was Donna' idea; hope she doesn't live to regret it! 
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Thursday, July 31: Run in Central Park early (gorgeous day), an hour 
at the office, and on to the show... little of this, little of that, and a 
lotta good old early copper BS with Gene Sherman, Jon Adams, Walt Husak, 
Tom Turissini and other luminaries... meet with fellow Class 1 judges. We 
all have the same two exhibits as #1 and #2, so it goes easily. . . ANA 
Finance Committee meeting at 3:00 - NOT. Guess they cancelled it. Oh 
well... Chris Young - but of course! - wins the cherrypicker award again: 
1796 S-95, choice VG-10... time to go leave and get ready for the NBS 
invasion... everyone seems to have a great time, and we'll be eating 
Chinese food for weeks. . . follow the crowd back to the Marriott for the 
NLG Bash. Usual serpent -tongued hijinks... by the time I get home, 

Donna's put away the leftovers and cleaned the place up. I'm nominating 
her for the numismatic-wif e-with-inf inite-patience award. Thank you, my 
love . 

Friday, August 1: Hour in the gym, hour in the office, down to the 

hotel- you know, it's less tiring when the show's out of town!... 
well-attended EAC meeting, read about it elsewhere in this issue... Mr. 
Noyes has arrived, camera in hand. . one last run to the office (I will not 
commute from Portland next year) . . . back in time for the NBS meeting. . . 
Best-of-Show judging is difficult this year. Theres no clear winner, but 
eventually the double-struck bust halves just nose out the eagle 
vignettes... a slow day at the table suddenly picks up, and time flies 
by. . . Larry Goldberg generously treats Gene Sherman, Donna and me to 
dinner, quick taxi home, and we're done for the day. 

Saturday, August 2: Donna's first Rittenhouse Society breakfast, then 

we open up the table while Tom's at the auction. . . he returns, with good 
and bad news: got the S-14, missed the S-194. Can't win 'em all... the 
choice AU Sheldon-Naf tzager S-81 comes across the table, now entombed by 
NGC as MS-63... Tom disappears to the auction again... half a bagel and a 
Diet Pepsi for lunch (thank you, CVM) . . . he's b-a-a-ack... examine the M&G 
auction lots and buy Chris' VF S-168 for a friend... Tom's gone again, 
this time to pick up lots. Donna and I take advantage of the situation 
and neck a little (but very discreetly)., hi Tom... bye Donna... 5:00 now, 
and the room is noticeably quieter... my offer on National Gold's AU 
1810/09 remains unsuccessful... call it quits at 6:15... the three of us 
relax over dinner at a neighborhood Italian place. . . last day tomorrow. 

The week has really sped by. I am not looking forward to reverting to a 
suit on Monday morning! 

Sunday, August 3: Run in the park (Bill Noyes and I never did manage 

to connect this trip) and down to the show, one more time. . . pick up a 
lovely VF-35 S-2 on memo from Stack's... Whoa! Who said that nothing 
interesting ever happens at the end of ANA? The Floyd Starr 1849 N30 
Proof (high R-7, maybe R-8) re-emerges, and immediately finds a new home 
in California... a few last-minute shoppers do some last-minute 
shopping... so do I, landing Doug's new MS-62 1819 N2 for the Ohio 
collection. . . about 1:30, Tom and I start to pack up. . . a little 
post-mortem with CVM... 3:00, a few good-byes, and we're outta here. 

Three hours later, Tom's off to the airport, and Donna and I are, ah, 
getting reacquainted. 

ANA on home turf, once you get into the flow of it, does have its 

advantages. No hotel bills, easy access to the library, free breakfast in 

the morning, familiar surroundings every night. The convention itself 

seemed to pick up speed as it went along- lots of people, always something 

doing. All in all, a helluva good time. See you in Portland! 

************** 
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REPORT FROM THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SECTION OF REGION #7 

Jan Valentine 


An EAC meeting was held at Bob Vail’s home July 19th, 1997. Those who attended 
brought Large Cents, Half Cents, and Auction Catalogs and all left with something they 
didn’t have before. 

Large cents were bought, sold and traded. Bob Vail won the door prize (the coin 
itself) because he was the only one there able to attribute a worn Middle Date Large Cent 
without using any references. Bob is not only very knowledgeable about Large Cents, but 
he is a giant in numismatic literature and research. 

A lot of nice coins were passed around, including Bob T ravis’ outstanding collection 
of Matron Heads 1816 - 1820. When it came time for lunch, food was in abundance and 
everyone had a piece of chocolate cake baked by Bob Vail’s wife Betty. Some very 
important Large Cents were found in the collection of Frank Stangl and the coins were 
going to be shown to Del Bland so that his notes could be updated if warranted. 

Everyone wanted to meet again in a few months as a good time was had by all; 
everyone enjoyed just being together and sharing copper in a relaxed atmosphere. 

Those in attendance were: 

Bob T ravis 
Bob Vail 
Jan Valentine 
Stan Henneman 

Anyone wishing to attend the next meeting in the Sacramento - San Francisco area 
contact: 

Jan Valentine @ (707) 252 - 3383 or write me at 
2966 Soscol Avenue #76, 

Napa, CA 94558 

■k'it-kitititif'kitit’k-kit 


Frank Stangl 
Randy Snyder 
Ed Weeks 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF A NEW REFERENCE BOOK 
IN PROGRESS ON U.S. HALF CENTS 


It is my pleasure to announce that I am writing a new book on the U.S. half cent 
series, tentatively titled “THE HALF CENT DIE STATE BOOK: 1793 - 1857". The book’s 
editor will be noted author and late date cent expert Bob Grellman. This book’s major 
emphasis will be on collectible die states of the business strikes. Hundreds of die states 
will be plated. Updated variety rarity ratings and reverse rotation data will also be included. 
The estimated date for publication is late 1998. 
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This is also a request for data . All contributors to the book will be acknowledged. 
Please write me at the address below if you have half cent specimens of die states 
described in the Breen Half Cent Encyclopedia, but not plated (or plated improperly). Also, 
please write if you believe you have a die state not listed in Breen. Send detailed 
descriptions of what you have with any photographs or pressings that don’t need to be 
returned. Pedigree information will also be appreciated. PLEASE DO NOT SEND COINS 
AT THIS TIME! 

Send data to; Ron Manley 

114 Polo Drive 
Salisbury, NC 28144 


Heitititikitit-itikitititit 


PHOTOS WANTED 

Pete Smith 


I have been EAC Historian since 1979 but still don’t have a clear idea what I am 
supposed to do. My only stated duty is “to gather and preserve material related to EAC 
from non-EAC sources.” I have not collected material from EAC officers although some has 
been donated. 

While working on the History of EAC I realized there is an important gap in the files. 
We have not preserved photographs of many of our most important members. I feel this 
is an appropriate area for the Historian to gather and preserve material. 

The EAC History does not include photos of John Ashby, Willard Blaisdell, Ray 
Chatham, Roger S. Cohen, Jack Collins, Dr. George French, Henry Hines, Dorothy 
Paschal, Milton Pfeffer, Charles Ruby or William Sheldon because I don’t have them. I 
would also like to get photos of members who are active now that may be important on the 
fiftieth anniversary for EAC. 

I am asking for donations of photographs for preservation in the archives. Photos 
should include names and dates written in pencil on the back of prints. Unattributed photos 
have little historical value. 

If I receive photos that I consider worthy of publication, I will submit them to Penny- 
Wise so they can be appreciated by all members. For the cost of reproduction, copies 
could be provided for members who want to use them to illustrate exhibits, articles or 
catalogs. 


■kititiciticiticitit'kicit 
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EAC SALE 
1 ^ 9 ^ 9^8 


CALL FOR CONSIGNMENTS 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


The Sale Committee is soliciting consignments for the 1998 EAC Sale to be held in 
conjunction with the annual Early American Coppers Convention. The Convention will be 
held in Boston, MA, April 2 - 5. 

The Early American Coppers Convention is devoted exclusively to early U S. copper 
coins. Your early U.S. copper coins will thus receive fulf exposure to serious copper 
collectors and dealers. Significant pieces will be photographed. A mail bid only section is 
being considered. 

The Sale will be limited to approximately 450 
to 500 lots. It is the Committee’s goal that the 
Sale be composed of: (see insert directly 
right) 


TYPE 

LOTS 

Half Cents 

30-100 

Large Cents 

350 - 400 

Colonials 

15-20 

Hard Times Tokens 

15-20 

Literature 

10- 15 


In past years, choice, scarce and rare coins have brought very strong prizes. The 1998 
Sale should continue this tradition. Better coins and consignments are requested. Large 
cents should have a minimum value of $100 per coin. Coins other than Large Cents will 
be accepted regardless of value, to the extent explained in the report of the EAC Sale 
Committee (September, 1991 issue of Penny-Wise) 

Commissions are charged to defray the 
costs of the EAC Convention, and are on a 
sliding scale based upon convention costs 
and the total Sale gross receipts. 

Commission rates will be; (see insert directly 
right) 


Gross Receipts 
$ 000,001 - $ 200,000 
$200,001 - $350,000 
$350,001 and over 


Commission Rate 
8 . 0 % 

6 . 0 % 

4.0% 


There are no buyer’s fees in EAC Sales! 
There will be 4% consignor buy-back charge. 


CONSIGNMENT DEADLINE DECEMBER 1, 1997 


All coins should be sent via REGISTERED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Consignments may be hand-delivered to Tom at major coin shows. 

Feel free to contact Tom Reynolds in advance to discuss your coins, and to 
review the advantages to you and to the Club of consigning to the EAC Sale. 


CONTACT 


Tom Reynolds 
Post Office Box 24529 
Omaha, NE 68124 
(402) 895 - 3065 


************* 
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OBITUARY 

BOB EVERETT, EAC #991 

Bill McKivor 


Bob was one of my best friends, and I feel his loss deeply. Bob was a NICE man - he did 
something that so many do not - he listened, and remembered. He never overcharged for his 
coins. I can recall many instances where I have asked him if he was charging me enough -- as the 
value was really higher. His philosophy was to pass on a good deal to his customers, and not be 
greedy. He was noted for having only the FINEST material, and at realistic prices. Since his 
passing, I have heard from many of his customers - nearly all saying “Who am I going to buy from 
NOW”? He was universally liked and respected by both collectors and dealers. 

He was a large man, this caused by a condition known as “Acromegaly”. People with this 
condition are often referred to as “Giants”. The truth is this condition causes a huge number of 
medical problems. Through them all Bob always had a smile, and never let his friends know just 
what he was suffering. During the last year, his problems escalated, and I heard the first note of 
worry in his voice. Through all of his trials and troubles he never asked for or sought sympathy, but 
always wanted to know what the OTHER fellow felt. My admiration and respect for him was, and 
is, immense. 

Here are the basic facts: Robert Warren Everett was bom in Seattle May 28, 1948, and 
passed away August 6, 1997 at the age of 49. He is survived by his mother, Jean Everett of 
Bellevue, WA, and one brother, William Everett of Carnation, WA. He attended Bellevue high 
school, and graduated from the University of Washington, where he was a member of Alpha Sigma 
Phi fraternity. He was a member of the ANA, CONECA, JRCS, LSCC, EAC, and the Seattle Coin 
Club. The family wishes any remembrances to go, in his name, to Seattle’s Medic 1 program, or 
to the American Heart Association, 4414 Woodland Park Avenue N, Seattle, WA 98103. 

Editor’s Note : Bob was indeed a Prince of a man, and will be greatly missed. A certain Proof half 
dollar in my Liberty Seated collection takes on a new, nostalgic meaning for me, with his passing 




NEW CANDIDATES FOR EAC MEMBERSHIP 

The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue of P-W . 
Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individual are received by the Membership 
Committee before the November issue of P-W . all will be declared elected to full membership at that 
time. Chairman of the Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 
45215. 


NAME 

CITY, STATE 

MEMBER# 

Colin Wilcox 

Rochester, NY 

4540 

David Harder 

Budd Lake, NJ 

4541 

Henry E. Mielo 

Fairfax, VA 

4542 

Kenneth Beukelaer 

Lodi, NJ 

4543 

Benny J. Robinson 

Brunswick, GA 

4544 

Marlon Mathre 

Aurora, IL 

4545 

Robert J. Brown 

Watertown, NY 

4546 
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Bill Salyers 

Washington, lA 

4547 

Mike Gebhardt 

Carol Stream, IL 

4548 

Gregg Hoffman 

Santa Fe, NM 

4549 

Herb Feldman 

Newton, MA 

4550 

Donald P. Kay 

Brookings, OR 

4551 

Frank Consolo 

Saugus, CA 

4552 

Wayne Myers 

Pittsfield, MA 

4553 

Michael Rocco 

Pfafftown, NC 

4554 

David Carr 

Andover, MA 

4555 

William C. Bowling, Jr. 

Warwick, Rl 

4556 

Jeff Batton 

Devils Lake, ND 

4557 

Robert Y. Kanterman 

St. Louis, MO 

4558 


•k-kititit-irie-ilirititit’k 


NEAR BOSTON: LARGE CENT COUNTRY 

George Perkins 


Boston has become the cosmopolitan city of the area, so its selection as EAC’s next 
meeting location is only natural. But in the era of the large “penny” that was not so. When I visited 
the midwest years ago, I was surprised that the residents thought nothing of traveling 300 or 400 
miles for a special event. So, if you leave Boston and travel North to New Hampshire, the trip on 
Route 95 takes only thirty minutes. It will seem to be an insignificant distance. Route 95 was built 
in 1955 and widened about 1975. Before that time, a driver would use Route 1 , closer to the ocean. 
That road takes you past the Topsfield Fair Grounds, an annual fair started in 1825, the era of the 
early coppers. But that straight road, known as the Newburyport Turnpike, travels over hills that 
horses would have difficulty climbing. This road dates to the 1920's, the era of autos. So where 
is colonial New England? 

Yet closer to the coast is the Boston and Maine Railroad. Railroads originated in New 
England between 1826 and 1850. But this still is not the era of the earliest large cents. A bridge 
in Rowley, thirty miles north of Boston, was recently replaced and it was noted in the press that the 
first train went over the bridge in July 1840. 

To explore the country of the early large cents, you must follow Route 1 A, old Route 1 , as 
it winds along the coast, relatively level for horses. From Boston, you go through Chelsea, Revere, 
Lynn, Salem, Beverly and Newburyport. Dr. Sheldon makes reference to “other coastal cites” on 
page 1 1 of Pennv-Whimsv (1949), but his book was written after the rise in prominence of Boston. 
Little mention is made of the two very prominent maritime cities of Salem and Newburyport. At one 
time, foreign traders thought Salem was the capital of the new United States, so well known was 
the city. Dr. Sheldon comments about the Nichols find (page 189-190). This was near Gallows Hill 
and you can still visit Gallows Hill today in Salem. Newburyport is mentioned in the Red Book as 
the location of the designer of Massachusetts cents of 1787 - 1788. 

Most streets of these old cities are narrow and confusing. So some clarification is in order. 
Imagine yourself in Salem in 1 797. Main streets are cobblestone but most streets are dirt. Horse 
and buggy are transportation. There is no electricity. The city experiences 30 to 100 inches of 
snow per year ... but there are no snowplows. There are no heating oil deliveries. To travel 
between cities in this pre-railroad era, one would go to Derby Wharf in Salem and ride a ship to 
Boston or Newburyport. Perhaps a passenger on one of the ferry rides would cut a piece of 
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tobacxx) on a large cent as he waited for his journey to be completed. Thus, it was ironic to see 
editorials in The Boston Globe this past summer discussed the establishment of a “new” ferry 
service between Salem and Boston! During this period, economic activity even twenty miles 
inland was extremely difficult on a year-round basis. And for what use would a large cent be 
in those places? What would you purchase? Trading goods was more likely. 

Commercial trade activity and the area of circulation of large cents extended far North 
of Boston but stayed close to waterways. The Merrimack River, which exits to the Atlantic 
Ocean at Newburyport, enabled lumber and other goods to be transported from deep within 
the New England mountains. The Manchester, New Hampshire canal, completed in 1809, 
made Manchester one of the premier industrial cities for the first 1 00 years of this country. 
Undoubtedly, large cents circulated between Manchester and Newburyport. Additional early 
canals were constructed connecting Lowell and Boston. Only traces of these now exist. 

Of course, there were few billboard locations and no magazines, so how could you 
advertise a business? Perhaps by counterstamping an ad on a coin! 

Boston has its tourist attractions carefully preserved or rebuilt to display colonial Boston 
within the maze of a massive city. But traces of real colonial America exist elsewhere. These 
include the coastal road, Routel A, the sights of Salem (the maritime museum, Derby Wharf, 
Gallows Hill, remnants of the industrial canal) and Newburyport (impressive High Street - Route 
113, Market Square, Plum Island). Plum Island had a major hotel in 1809, which burnt down 
in 1914; not a trace remains. Still, these spots represent places of major activity during the 
large cent era, before automobiles, before air conditioning. Traces of the old city of Boston are 
difficult to locate. Some buildings and streets have been preserved near the Boston Common. 
(Bromfield Street is a popular ‘coin shop street,’ and the Mayflower auctions of the 1 960s were 
held at the Parker House on Tremont Street). Even Back Bay with its grid-like streets was an 
area filled in during the large cent era. Today, highways, railroad yards, transit systems, 
colleges, skyscrapers, and constant recycling of land have all but erased the old Boston. This 
has not happened in the cities to the North. 

John Adams was president from 1 797 to 1 801 . Near the end of his administration, in 
1800, Congress passed a bill to construct a military shipyard in Boston. In retrospect this 
action was tantamount to a tremendous inflow of federal money (coins ?) to Boston, the 
seaport closest to Quincy - Adams’ hometown. Europe was at war and there was a great 
concern for national defense. Many of the large granite blocks in the shipyard buildings and 
dry docks came from a huge quarry in Quincy, a few miles south of Boston. By the year 1 81 2, 
even more concern was expressed about coastal defense, so the Watertown Arsenal was 
established. Being inland, this was more difficult for the British to attack. This was on 
borrowed land, four miles west of Boston, land only recently returned to the city of Watertown. 
This was another period of intense economic activity of benefit primarily to Boston. 

Conversely in 1807, trace restrictions as a result of the federal Embargo Act hurt the 
seafaring activity of Salem and Newburyport. Although Atlantic and intercity shipping was still 
profitable, by 1840 the Boston and Maine as well as other railroads were pushing shipping into 
the background. By 1860, New York became the dominant port with its easier rail links to 
heartland America. Salem, Newburyport, and the large cents all faded at about the same time. 


************* 
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AM I THE ONLY DUMMY? 

Clay Everhart 


Sometimes I v\zonder if I’ll ever learn. Am I the only dummy who has bought a large 
cent without taking it out of the cellophane package first? 

At a coin show I recently bought a common 1797 large cent that appeared to be VG7 
and was marked as such. Since it was not a rare variety and inasmuch as it was a 
relatively low-grade coin, I didn’t bother taking it out of the coin holder. It was in one of 
those typical 2 X 2's with white cardboard edges and a round area of cellophane over the 
large cent. When I got home and took it out of the container, I almost fell over. It was badly 
peppered with small marks and was extremely porous. At best, it was a net Fr2 coin! At 
the coin show, it really looked nice! 

I took the coin back to the dealer and told him how disappointed I was. I asked if he 
would consider either giving me my money back or letting me exchange it for another coin 
of about the same value. I told him I had never done this before, and I realized it was my 
own fault for not asking to take it out of the package in the first place. Anyway, he said it 
was his policy ngt to give money back. (He was not a copper person, as all EAC / dealers 
I’ve met have no problem both giving money back and/or letting a buyer take a coin out of 
its package.) But he said he would exchange it. So, I found a VG8, 1807 of approximately 
the same value and was happily on my way. 

But guess what folks? You guessed it. Does anyone want to buy an AGS, 1 807? 
It looked so nice in the package. 


★ *****★*****■* 


REVIEW: A QUICKFINDER FOR ATTRIBUTING VARIETIES OF UNITED STATES 

HALF CENTS: 1793 - 1857, by Gregory S. Heim 

William Eckberg 

Greg Heim’s new book lives up to the promise of its name. It is a pretty good 
attribution guide with only a few ambiguities and mistakes in it. Half cents were minted for 
circulation bearing thirty-three different dates (exclusive of proof-only dates and the 
debatable 1831); of these, nineteen are known to come in two or more different die varieties 
with a maximum of twelve (1804). Large cent collectors with the encyclopedic memories 
needed to attribute their prizes may scoff at the need for such a guide, but what can I say? 
~ we half cent collectors are also half witted. We needed this. 

The book begins with an explanation of what it is, some useful definitions (though 
I do not see why electrotype and mule are defined as they do not appear again in the book), 
a definition of rarity ratings and a one-page plus explanation of how to use the quickfinder. 
These are all clear and concise. They are followed by obverse and reverse photographs 
of each major type that appear identical to photos in Breen. The 1794 - 1797 type is 
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illustrated by a 1794 half cent - very different from the more common 1795 - 97 head. In 
my humble opinion, it’s time to call the 1794 a separate type. The photos are well- 
reproduced, except those of the 1794 which has a dithering problem and the 1810 which 
is too dark and lacks contrast. 

The quickfinder itself uses simple Yes or No answers to questions related to pick-up 
points which are themselves illustrated by photographs (again from Breen and Cohen?). 
Most of these are well-chosen and unambiguous. However, the 4s on obverses 4 (B-6/C-4) 
and 5 (B/C-7, 8, 9) of 1794 are both very close to the bust, and this is the only diagnostic 
used to differentiate them. The 1797 B/C-1 is called “1 over 1" instead of “1 above 1". This 
could mislead the novice who would expect over to denote a repunched digit. The 1803 
B/C-1 and 2 are more easily distinguished by the heavy die scratch, visible even on very 
low grade specimens, on the B/C-1 than by the broken T. I also think it is wrong to call the 
digit under the 9 of the 1809 B/C-5 an “inverted 9.” It doesn’t look like one to me, though 
there is SOMETHING under there (most likely a repunched 9 or an 8); the date spacing 
(180 9) is more diagnostic. I prefer to attribute the 1832s without worrying about leaf 
positions. The circle in 0 variety is attributed only by its reverse as are the two 13-star 
obverses of 1828 and the two obverses of 1826. 

This is followed by a Breen/Cohen cross reference table with updated rarity ratings. 
The Half Cent Survey has resulted in the down rating of many varieties since Breen’s 
publication appeared. These are included in CQR, but it’s good to see them in this book. 
There are some differences of opinion; is the 1850 an R1 (Heim) or an R3 (CQR)? R2, 
anyone? 

I have some disagreement with the new terminology introduced (covarieties). I agree 
that the term subvariety is ambiguous as it refers to too many different things (edge 
lettering, planchet stock, planchet weight). This IS a mess, and Greg is right to bring it to 
our attention. However, calling them all covarieties instead of subvarieties does not solve 
the problem. Since edge lettering/gripping subvarieties actually are the result of use of 
DIFFERENT EDGE DIES, I propose that they exclusively be called subvarieties; 
DIFFERENT PLANCHET STOCK “varieties ” could be called covarieties (or ignored as 
they are in many cases); planchet weight is not a valid criterion to differentiate subvarieties', 
TAL tokens / large cents, etc. can be rolled down or not before recutting and restriking, but 
the stock remains the same. Many of these strikings are collected as mint errors, anyway. 

In summary, this is a useful guide. Beginners and specialists alike will find things 
that interest them. The quickfinder itself would be most useful to the intermediate collector. 
It will not help you attribute dateless coins other than the 1793s, and It will not help you 
locate new mules, subvarieties and/or varieties, but used correctly it will help you to 
attribute most half cents quickly. Happy cherrypicking! 
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From the Internet 


Pete Smith 

♦ As of August 22, 1997, there are 121 EAC members in Region 8. (The Internet Directory) 

To get listed, send your name and address to Mark Switzer at dcl81@ffeenet.carleton.ca. 

♦ John Lusk reported that the new version of Penny Wise on CD-ROM was shipped August 7. 
The UPS strike forced Lusk to ship via the USPS. This version includes EAC Sales with 
prices realized next to the lots. 

♦ The June 29, 1997, issue of the newsletter included a reprint of a 1980 P-W article on “An 
Electrolysis Procedure for Restoring Copper Coins” by John Fettinger and “Ask John,” a 
1981 article by John Wright with the answer to the question, “What is an Electrotype.” There 
has been considerable discussion about the legal and ethical implications of reprinting P-W 
articles. 

♦ An “EAC in cyberspace” committee has been formed with Rick Coleman, Denis Loring, Mark 
Switzer and Jon Warshawsky discussing issues related to Region 8. One topic discussed is 
reprinting of P-W articles on the Internet. 

♦ Rick Coleman commented on electrolysis for removing corrosion. “I would not call this a 
restoration technique. I would call it terminal doctoring. One may wish to permanently render 
the value of one’s copper to zero if one wishes. However, don’t say I didn’t warn you. 
Electrolysis alters the surface of the coin. The organic treatment methods simply remove 
foreign matter from the coin’s surface. Big difference.” 

♦ Rick Coleman reported on the ANA Convention and his talk with Frank Wilkinson. Frank had 
Roger Cohen’s copy of the James A. Stack Sr. collection catalog with two 1852 First 
Restrikes missattributed as the rare Second Restrikes. The known population of nine pieces 
has thus been reduced to seven. Coleman can account for six of those seven. 

♦ Bill Eckberg reported that he had recently acquired a gem red unc 1 796 with pole half cent for 
$8. It is a new variety with cent-type wreath with two leaves at the top of each stem. Credit 
goes to the Gallery Mint Museum. 

♦ Larry Gaye reported that dealer and collector Bob Everett of Seattle, Washington, died in his 
sleep on Wednesday, August 6. He commented, “You couldn’t ask to meet a nicer person. He 
will be missed greatly.” 

♦ Dennis Fuoss reacted to the death of Everett. “He was a special individual who embodies all 
that we in EAC value about our hobby. Bob was extremely knowledgeable, both in the 
general sense, and particularly about old copper, and he was always willing to share his 
knowledge with you, whether you were an old hand or just getting started with collecting.” 
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♦ Larry Gaye also reported that he received the CD-ROM version of P-W . He said, “It is really 
super. I have been playing around with it at the office and it is really slick.” The following day 
he received A Quickfmder for Attributing Varieties of United States Half Cents: 1793-1857 
by Greg Heim. He called it handy, well laid-out and easy to use. 

♦ Greg Heim reported that the half cent book was at the printer. He expected it to be ready for 
delivery at the ANA Convention. 

♦ Denis Coring reported on the results of a successful run for AIDS. He raised over $6000 
which was 37th among more than 37,000 participants.. 

♦ Jon Lusk listed his ideas about the purpose of the EAC Web-site. 

1) To initiate non-EACers about the organization. 

2) As a resource for supplies, books and coins relating to our hobby, and 

3) As a central location for time sensitive down loadable items: e g. pictures of a new 
variety or maybe the auction houses would give us early releases of auction lot descriptions. 

♦ Ron Manley gave his opinions about Heritage’s sale of the Ernest Montgomery half cent 
collection. He said, “The collection, earlier billed as possibly the finest half cent collection is 
existence, would have been better described as a ‘superb collection of half cent proofs, with 
many error coins and business strikes’... This is not the sale I was hoping for.” 

♦ Phil Moore commented on a recent coin show at Santa Barbara. Walt Husak displayed a mint 
state 1 793 S2 and an XF 1 794 S-48 starred reverse cent. Both are finest known. Bill Weber 
exhibited high grade half cents from his collection. 

♦ Gabriel Schaff suggested that the EACS Website include a simple grading primer with photos 
that everyone would agree upon and including; 

1) The rarity factor, i.e. very low mintages for most early coppers. 

2) Basic photo grading using Breen as a point of departure. 

3) Factors affecting grading, e g. worn dies, imported (and occasionally pickled) 
planchets, rusted dies due to mint conditions, etc. 

4) Do’s and don’ts for newbies. 

♦ Craig Sholley reported that he was speaking on U.S. Minting Technology 1792-1837 at the 
1997 ANA Convention. “I’ll be talking about planchet preparation, die sinking, screw presses, 
and the new equipment and processes introduced by Franklin Peale in 1835-37. Most of the 
information comes from records in the National Archives; much of it has not been published 
before.” 

♦ Several members asked about delivery of Superior’s catalog for the Bob Vail et al. collection. 
The first report of delivery was on August 20. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


ALAN WEINBERG writes, 

Having just read Bill Weber’s caveat on “preserving” early coppers in “slabs,” I am 
reminded of two incidents at the recent A.N.A. Convention in New York City. 

Denis Loring and I were examining the finest known, MS-65, part mint red 1811 cent, 
in the pre-A.N.A. Bowers and Merena auction. To our dismay (but hardly to our 
surprise), we saw that the coin is clearly deteriorating in the slab. There were 
a myriad of bright green (copper sulfate) corrosion particles all over the coin, many 
with “auras” or halos around them-clearly, still chemically active. I also saw one or 
two ‘skin’ flecks. What a shame! The coin absolutely begged for removal and 
emergency treatment. Alas, it will no doubt remain in its contaminated “slab”-so 
appropriately namedl-and will continue to deteriorate. 

On the brighter side of the subject-a beautiful Uncirculated Noe-2 Massachusetts Pine 
Tree Shilling ‘walked’ into the Clearwater, Florida show in July-”out of the woodwork,” 
a colonial collector’s dream. Andrew Lustig acquired it and, since he is a contempor- 
ary dealer, had it slabbed and delivered to him at the A.N.A. I was among the first to 
see it, but I declined to purchase it due to its slab, which left no way to see the coin’s 
extreme perphery-important to me. 

Andy, a true numismatist (one who has an artistic and historical appreciation for the 
coin, not merely as merchandise), realized the slab plastic “added nothing to the coin” 
(his words), and broke it out later that day. 

The next time I saw the shilling, it reposed on a velvet pad in all of its early American 
glory. It was beautiful! Well struck and problem-free, it displayed lustrous, original 
surfaces. I’d never seen a Noe-2 with nicer surfaces or a better strike; this variety is 
notorious for huge planchet voids and splits (see, for example. Stack’s current fixed 
price list). I immediately entered into negotiations with Andy and was successful in 
acquiring it. It’s now in my Massachusetts silver coinage collection, the only Noe-2 I 
own. I plan to exhibit this collection at the 1998 Boston EAC Convention, so you’ll all 
have a chance to view this spectacular coin. 

And to think-l’d have passed on it in a slab! 
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HERB SILBERMAN writes, 


Please note that we have moved. Any mail for the Silberman family or Associate 
Designers, Inc. Should be sent to the new address. Our new telephone numbers are also 
listed, and we would be very glad to hear from you. 

Herbert and Elaine Silberman (201) 364 - 7606 

Box 354 (201) 364 - 7601 

Roseland, NJ 07068 


DOUGLAS HILL writes, 

I am an EAC member who concentrates on the late date large cents. My first love, 
however, is in the Indian cent area. I have written the first of a planned series of attribution 
guides for the late date Indian cents from 1886 Type 2 through 1908-S. 

Bob Grellman wrote the foreword to the book, and I have done everything possible to 
maintain his high standards. Since the Indian cents were hubbed like the late date large cents, 
many EAC members will feel comfortable with date position and lapping lines as the primary 
attribution tools. In addition, if you are a chertypicker, you should be delighted, because Indian 
cent die marriages are brand new and the rare marriages are still out there. 

A good place to start looking is for the crumbling varieties of 1886 Type 2 and 1889. 
Like the crumbling varieties of 1 849, these are naked eye varieties. I will pay $1 25 for an 1 886 
Type 2 H-7 in EF ($47 greysheet) and $50 for the 1889 H-39 and the 1889 H-40 in EF ($7 
greysheet). 

The book sells for $22 + $2 postage. If you have an interest, please join me by sending 
a check for $24 payable to Lap Line Press, Inc. At P.O. Box 1483 Winter Park, Florida 32790. 


STEVE CARR writes, 

The July 15 issue of Pennv-Wise had something for everyone in it. 

I especially liked Ward Van Dozer’s letter. I have been a member of EAC for “only” four 
years, but I still feel like a beginner in many ways. Like Ward, I have a need for some of the 
basic EAC information. I would love to see some “beginner” articles, and, after reading your 
“Additional Articles are Needed -- Especially Contributions Geared Toward Less-Advanced 
Collectors” on Page 217, decided that I might be able to help. Through my four year EAC 
‘journey,’ 1 have found lots of useful information, run into just as many walls and dead ends, 
looked at thousands of coppers, and found that I could survive in the early American copper 
arena. I have even been able to contribute occasionally to Penny-Wise - short stories on finds, 
some crossword puzzles, and an occasional letter. 

For my contribution, I would be willing to do a “beginners” column for each issue. This 
could be on a topic suggested by you, a member, or even myself (although I would appreciate 
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a little guidance on what might be most effective). I would even be willing to do a question and 
answer column or have a short Q+A section at the end of a column, if that would be more 
appropriate. Sources would include my own experiences, experiences of others I know, written 
material, and requests for knowledge directed at “old time” EACers. 

Editor’s Note : Steve’s first column, on ‘crud’ removal, appears elsewhere in this issue. As he 
says, he needs vour suggestions for future topics for this project to succeed! 

**★***♦★♦*♦** 


SWAPS AND SALES 

EACers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve 
lines are free. ADS LARGER THAN 12 LINES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY, AND 
PAID IN ADVANCE. Due to increased production costs, effective immediately, a full page ad 
is $100. Graphic and halftone setup is an additional $60 per page. One third page is $35. Ads 
should be limited to early American Coppers or tokens. Deadline for material to appear in the 
November 15, 1997 issue is October 31, 1997. All ads must include the individual membership 
number of a current member in good standing. Copy should be sent to the Editor, Harry E. 
Salyards, 606 North Minnesota Avenue, Hastings, NE 66901. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE : 

Early American Coppers, Inc. publisher of Pennv-Wise . does not examine any of the material 
advertised in Pennv-Wise . nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American 
Coppers, Inc. assumes no responsibility or liability for any advertisement (or the material 
described therein) and no party shall have recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All 
transactions arising or relating to any advertisement in Pennv-Wise shall strictly be between 
the parties thereto. Complaints concerning advertisers (or respondents) should be referred to 
the President of Early American Coppers, Inc.; complaints may result in abridgement, 
suspension, or terminations of membership or advertising privileges. 




What others think of "The CENT Book" JOHN D. WRIGHT. EAC #7 

MARK KLEIN: The CENT Book is all I'd dreamed it could be and more. Reading it is like 
enjoying a personal chat with John. 

RICHARD STRILEY; Being a novice on large cents I found a number of other books confusing 
and hard to read. I have Adams, Breen, Grellman, Newcomb, Noyes, and Sheldon, but 
yours is the best. 

JULES REIVER: Your book is wonderful. This is the first coin book I have ever seen which can 
be used to attribute coins without having my coins available for checking. Your pictures 
are so sharp that they make attributing an absolute pleasure. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book" ad in this section. 


************** 
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What others think of “The CENT Book”; 


Mabel Ann Wright, EAC #78 


TOM DELOREY: I especially like the historical notes at the beginning of each date. It lends a 
warm, human touch that is missing from most numismatic literature published since 
Sheldon. 

WARREN LAPP: I can see now why it took so long to get it into print. John didn’t leave out a 
thing. I am amazed at the photos. The book is perfect in every way, which is what I 
would expect from JDW. 

HERB SILBERMAN: Your book is beautiful! I congratulate you on the content. 

TONY CARLOTTO; The CENT Book is fantastic. The year-by-year history is a very nice touch 
and keeps you reading. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF ~ BUY YOUR OWN. See “The CENT Book” ad in this section. 


•k'k'kilitititicirititit'k 


WILLIAM C. NOYES, EAC #363 

Forget what the others have said, the experts have spoken - the Noyes books won the 1992 (U.S. 
Large Cents 1793- 1814 . $130) and 1993 (U.S. Large Cents 1816 - 1839 . $105) Early American 
Coppers Literary Awards - Accept no imitations! Order both today for $195 postpaid. 

Now also available: the newest Noves' Encyclopedia of Large Cents 1793 Sheldon-1 through 1796 
Sheldon-91 , for $65 postpaid. 

Order from : Lithotech - Noyes, 1600 W. 92nd St., Minneapolis, MN 55431 


BOB GRELLMAN, EAC #575 P.O. Box 951988 Lake Mary, FL 32795 - 1988 

(407) 321 - 8747 

For Sale: Deluxe hardbound copies of the Attribution Guide for United States Large 
Cents 1840 - 1857 . The reference for attributing late date large cents. 

Autographed on request. $70, postpaid. 

Attribution Service: I offer an attribution service for late date large cents. I will attribute your 

cents for $1 each plus return postage. This charge includes crud removal when 
necessary, and I’ll include my opinion as to sharpness and net grades, if requested. No 
quantity limit, fast service, lifetime guarantee. 

Want Lists; Send me your want lists for late date cents. I can help. 

************* 

JERRY BOBBE, EAC #184 P.O. Box 25817 Portland, OR 97298 

(503) 626 - 1075 

Madness, intrigue, political struggle, power, greed ... is it another pre-auction collusion session? 
No!! It’s a series of early coppers that weaves one though the dawn of the Industrial Revolution 
and American Independence, the French Revolution, the political and social ills of Britain, and the 
lives of the elite and the commoner. BRITISH TOKENS! Send for your free copy of The Token 
Examiner, the world’s most informative and entertaining price list of the 18th Century “Conder” 
series. Superb quality, great rarities, bizarre die states, errors, trial pieces and patterns our 
specialty. This series has it all; and with the exception of expensive US related colonials (i.e., 
Washington pieces. Theatre at New York, et al), at prices not seen by large cent collectors for over 
half a century! 
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KEN STONEBRAKER, EAC #3454 2609 Wilkens Avenue Baltimore, MD 21223 

PENNY-WISE BACK ISSUES FOR SALE ~ EXCELLENT QUALITY, 2-SIDED COPIES. 

PW Issues 82 thru 93 (Jan 1981 thru Nov 1982) 12 issues $40.00 postpaid 

PW Issues 94 thru 105 (Jan 1983 thru Nov 1984) 12 issues $40.00 postpaid 

PW Issues 106 thru 119 (Jan 1985 thru Mar 1987) 14 issues $46.00 postpaid 

(Issues #120 thru current issue must be ordered from EAC) 

DEPENDING ON RESPONSE TO THIS AD, I HOPE TO OFFER EARLIER ISSUES NEXT YEAR. 

★ *****★★*♦♦** 

CARL EARL OSTIGUY, EAC #2157 P.O. Box 92 Savage, MD 20763 

BUYING & SELLING EARLY AMERICAN COPPER. BRITISH CONDERS & U.S. TYPE 

At the Maryland Historic Savage Mill, established in 1822. I’m located 5 minutes off 
Interstate 95, midway between Baltimore & Washington. Take 1-95 to Route 32 East (Exit 38A) 
to Route One South. Right on Howard Street. Follow signs to Savage Mill. I’m in Antique III. 
Open 7 days a week: Sun - Wed 9:30 AM to 6 PM; Thurs, Fri, Sat 9:30 AM to 9 PM. 

Home #(410) 379 - 5646 Washington #(301) 369 - 4650 Baltimore #(41 0)880 -091 8 

***♦***•*■****★ 

ROBERT ZAVOS, EAC #2502 1007 Savannah Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15221 

Bowers & Ruddy United States Half Cents : 1962; Gold Cover; deluxe edition; 47p; VF $ 

Bowers & Merena 3/26/87 Frederick Taylor; Vf; prt Colonial & State Coinage 
Bowers & Merena 1 1/6/89 Saccone Collection; Hb; new; pr - New Jersey Coppers, tokens, & medals 
Crosby, Sylvester Early Coins of America; 1965 Tkn Med Soc Reprint; 378p fine condition 

Kossoff, A. US Large Cents 1793 - 1857 (FPL of Oscar Pearl) bound w Crosby US Cents of 1793 

Newman, Eric Early Paper Money Of America; 1990 3rd ed 482p like new 

New Neth./Seaby 1 1/14/73 2nd Auction Sale; Superb early large Cents [Nafeger]; fine; pri 
Sheldon Penny Whimsv : 1990 Durst reprint; 340p; 51 org pits; 9 addtl since 1965; hb; new 

Superior 9/30/86 Robinson S. Brown, Jr. Collection of Large Cents; New; prt 

Superior 1/27/96 Robinson S. Brown, Jr. Collection of Large Cents; New; pri 

$3 postage per order; x = copy; pri = price realized; hb = hardbound 

itiritir’kieititititit'k-k 

HENRY T. HETTGER, EAC #2349 PO Box 2018 Arlington, VA 22202 

(703) 979- 1942 


1796 LIHERTY S-103 F-12 Glossy dark brown $1,500 

1801 S-221 Corrected Fraction NGC-AU-50 Lovely piece glittering dark brown, ex- 

Thomas Wamer-Chapman 6/1884, Richard B. Winsor 12/1895 3,975 

1801 NC-1 AG-3 Clear date, cud quite visible on reverse, porous 650 

1806 S-270 Very Fine, but with a hammered rim, smooth brown 49 

1817 N-17 VF-20/F-12 Smooth brown, scratch, Sebring/Garbe Coll. 250 

1824/2 N-5 HighR4 Very tough variety, GD-6, holed at 8th star, smooth 35 

1826/5 Choice F-12 N-8 Smooth chocolate 90 

1827 N-9 R3 VF-35A/F-25 Probably Chalkley 677, nice brown 129 

1828 N-12 HighR3 VF-20/F-15 Steel brown, impressive 125 

1829 N-5 VF-20/F-12 Knocks, smooth, Rev. is double stmck, NE quad (DNB) 150 


•kkkkkkkkkkkkk 
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COUNTERSTAMPED LARGE CENTS WANTED 

For my personal collection, which I have been gathering since 1955, I desire to purchase 
counterstamped large cents of all dates with the names and addresses of individuals, or individuals 
and their specialties, merchants, political slogans, and motifs. At this point, I am not interested in 
stray initials, numbers, or names that cannot be identified as to geographical location or trade. I 
would be pleased to make an offer for coins submitted to me, or invite you to send them on 
approval with an invoice. I am not looking for any bargains and will pay any reasonable price, as 
they are not for resale. Please let me hear from you. All correspondence will be answered. 

David Bowers, EAC #204 
do Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 

Box 1224Wolfeboro, NH 03894 

■**<*********** 


RICHARD L. CODAY, EAC #31 71 PO Box 1 701 Bakersfield, CA 93302 

(805) 323 - 4507 

LARGE CENTS WANTED 

1797 S-120a FairtoFine 1831 N-1 2/1, 12/2, 12/3, & 12/4 AG - VF 

1817 All “Mice” G to VF 1834 N-5 AG-F 

I am a strong buyer for all dates and varieties in the $20 to $500 range. I need lower grade 
Liberty Caps (Fair to VG), Draped Busts (AG to Fine), and AV+ and CHOICE Middle Dates Good 
to VF. Please write or call if you have Large Cents for sale. Send stamp for sell List #20. Thank 
you. 


iiitlt'kit'k-ttirifiiiriiit 


DENNIS FUOSS, EAC #3824 PO BOX 6832 Aloha, OR 97007 

Auction Catalogues; 

Stack’s -- The Straus Collection, May 1959 (2637 lots xPRL $ 9 

Stack’s - The Van Roden Collection, May 1968 (1734 lots ) PRL 8 

Bowers - Garrett Collection, Part 1 , Nov. 1 979 (622 lots) 8 

Ivy - 1980 ANA Auction, August 1980 (3500 lots) PRL 9 

Stack’s - Floyd Starr Collection, June 1984 (893 lots ) PRL 16 

Stack’s - Herman Halpern Large Cents, March 1988 (774 lots) PRL 20 

Stack’s - Adrian Ross Coll., June 1990 (1846 lots) xPRL 5 


Please add $1 postage per catalogue. Return privilege. 


-k-kleicicitifleiclcicic* 


CLIFFORD C. FELLAGE, EAC #4162 P.O. Box 91 1 Farmington, CT 06034-091 1 

Send for my current free price list of Half Cents, Large Cents, Colonials, and State Coppers, 
and Gallery Mint museum errors. A separate list of “CONDER” tokens is also available. Credit 
cards are accepted for ordering convenience. Prompt service on all orders. No postage on 
orders over $200. Phone / Fax; (860) 676 - 0023 

it'k'k'k'k'k-k'k'k'k-kit-ie 
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JON LUSK, EAC #351 3055 Plymouth Road Ann Arbor, Ml 48105 

do Digital Dynamics, Inc. phone (313) 995-2400 fax (313) 995 - 3232 

Penny-Wise on Research Library on CD-ROM is now available in the updated version! Contains 
all 30 years (1994-96 added) with articles, ads and pictures. Also includes all twenty-two EAC Sales 
(1975-96) with prices realized and Bill Noyes color photos for ‘83 through ‘87. Both databases are 
fully searchable (with simplified variety search feature) and Windows/DOS/Macintosh compatible. 
Price of CD . . . $1 17.00 Shipping . . . $4.00 

Following discounts apply: 

1 year + $40.00 6 to 12 months $60.00 

3 to 6 months $75.00 0 to 3 months $94.00 

New EAC member (6 months or less) $10.00 

DOS Windows Macintosh Your EAC # 


************* 


FREDERICK ORLANDO, EAC #4422 3535 Lariat Loop Rd Cameron Park, CA 95682 

(916) 677 - 8659 


1837 

N5 

F12 


$ 15 

1838 

N12 

F15 


20 

1840 

N7 

EF45 

Net EF40 

125 

1844 

N4 

VF20 

Net FI 5 

19 

1847 

N5 

VF25 

RuffObv. Net 15 

18 

1851 

N24 

EF40 

Net 35 

58 


10 Day return. $2.50 postage. 


DAVID SKLOW, EAC #667 251 North Dupont Hwy #139 Dover, DE 19901 

(302) 736 - 5558 

FOR SALE: MEDALS AND BADGES OF THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION. 

SEND FOR FREE PRICE LIST. LOWEST PRICES EVER OFFERED. 

WANTED: 25 YEAR & 50 YEAR MEMBERSHIP MEDALS FROM THE ANA. ALSO ANA 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS BEFORE 1960. TOP PRICES PAID. 


************* 


PHIL FLANAGAN, EAC #425 P.O. Box 1288 Coupeville, WA 98239 

(360) 678 - 0224 

BRITISH TOKENS of the 18th century form a fascinating series of mostly copper coins that 
incorporate many ties with the United States. In general, this series of mostly half pence is of a 
similar size to U.S. Large Cents. However, I must point out that this British series usually appears 
in better condition AND cheaper than our Large and Half Cents. Since we take the 3 major credit 
cards AND have a 21 day return policy, there’s absolutely NO RISK! TRY US! Send for our free 
list listing hundreds of these beautiful coppers from FINE to PROOF. We also have many books 
on the subject which I’m sure you’ll agree, makes collecting much more fun and interesting. Call 
me right now at 1-800-613-8731 for your copy! 


************* 
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GRANT REED, EAC #421 1 860 Club Chase Lane Roswell, GA 30076 

(770) 642 - 7092 

Duplicates for sale; 


1820 

N-14 

R5- 

F12 

Net 

G5 

Grellman card 

1820 

N-14 

R5- 

VG10 

Net 

G4 

Grellman card 

1835 

N-19 

R6+ 

F15 

Net 

G5 

Grellman card 

1840 

N-2 

R1 

VG8 

Net 

G5 


1848 

N-15 

R5 

F15 

Net 

F12 


1853 

N-3 

R1 

VF30 

Net 

VF30 





CRAIG MCDONALD, EAC #1 540 P.O. Box 1 231 Frisco, TX 75034 

e-mail: cmcdon0923@aol.com (972) 335 - 0731 

1 . Issues #1 through #8 of CQR, including several original supplement sheets offering commentary on significant 

contemporary LC sales. Also included are several early price lists issued by Jack, and 12 auction catalogs 
issued by McLaughlin & Robinson Inc., between 8/85 and 9/89. @ $40 (postage included) 

2. Fixed-price lists #1 through #16 issued by Chris McCawley. Issues #1 through #4 issued jointly with Jack 

Robinson (d.b.a. RVM Numismatics). Issues #5 through #16 are the familiar solo issues by Chris. Also 
includes 7 price lists issued by Chris between 4/84 and 8/85. @ $30 (postage included). 

3. A group of 1 0 issues of Early Copper fixed-price lists issued by Harold Hess. I believe this is a complete set 
of his lists, in that it definitely contains the first one. These were very interesting lists, containing detailed 
descriptions of the coins along with commentary, anecdotes, and quaint artwork. @$20 (postage included) 

4. 24 price lists issued between 1982 and 1986 by: Jim McGuigan, Ron Guth, Don Valenziano, Cross Coin 
Company, American Rose (Harry Rescigno), etc. Includes “The Baltimore Collection” of half cents. 

@ $10 (postage included) 


************* 


GARRY APELIAN, EAC #2686 91 0 Revere Road Glenview, IL 60025 

(847) 724 - 7242 


LARGE CENTS FOR SALE; 


1794 S-44 R-1+ G-6/G-4 

$120 

1833 N-1 R-2 VF-20 

55 

1846 N-2 R-2 AU-50/XF-45 

$175 

1795 S-78 R-1 G-6/G-4 

100 

1834 N-1 R-1 VF-20/F-15 

$42.50 

1 848 N-24 R-5- VF-25A/F-20 60 

1808 S-279 R-1 VG-10A/g-8 

75 

1840 N-3 R-1 VF-20 

32 

1849 N-1 0 R-3 VF-25 

45 

1810S-281 R-1 F-12A/G-10 

125 

1841 N-5 R-3- VF-30A/F-25 

90 

1851 N-39 R-3 VF-20 

35 

1812 S-290 R-1 VG-10A/G-8 

70 

1843 N-4 R-1 VF-20 

50 

1851 N-15 R-4 VF-25 

50 

1817 N-11 R-1 VF-35/VF-25 

80 

1843 N-8 R-2+ Vf-30A/F-25 

80 

1854 N-4 R-2 XF-40 

65 

1830 N-1 R-1 VF-30A/F-25 

75 

1 844 /81 N-2 R-2 F-1 5/VG-1 0 40 

1855 N-1 2 R-1 VF-35A/F-30 

40 

1833 N-3 R-1+ AU-55/AU-50 

395 

1845 N-4 R-1 VF-35/VF-30 

40 

1856 N-6 R-1 XF-40/VF-35 

50 

HALF CENTS FOR SALE: 
1800 C-1 R-1 F-12A/G-8+ 

$80 

1810 C-1 R-1 VF-20/F-15+ 

$ 80 

1849 C-1 R-1 XF-40/VF-35+ 

$ 95 

1809 C-6R-1VF-25 

75 

1825 C-2R-1XF-45+ 

220 

1856 C-1 R-1 XF-45+ 

105 


************* 
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PAUL LANGSETH, EAC # 2976 


P.O. Box 464 


Parker, AZ 85344 


Want to complete that early date large cent collection all at once? If so, then I can 
help. The following varieties are available as a group : 

S-15, Good-4 S-37, Good-5 S-144, VG-7 

S-16, Good-4 S-48, Good-5 S-217, Good-4 

S-218, VG-7 

The S-144 is a match for the ANS VG-7. 

Cash price for the group: $61 ,000. Would consider an interesting trade. 


DOUG MARTIN, EAC #3677 P.O. Box 52282 Philadelphia, PA 1 91 1 5 

Large cents for sale. All Grellman graded. 


1817 N-17, R4, AG-3- 

$15. 

1848 N-25, R3+, 15-h net 15 

$20. 

1827 N-9, R3, 10 net 8 

23. 

1848 N-38, R5-, 20 

45. 

1831 N-12/1, 7 net 5, cleaned 

22. 

1848 N-39, R6-, 6+ net 5 

35. 

1845 N-7, R4+, 10 net 7, dig 

10. 

1849 N-9, R4, 8 

12. 

1845 N-7, B4+, 10 net 8 

15. 

1849 N-16, R5, 12 net 5 

35. 

1846 N-10, R5-, 7 net 3 

22. 

1850 N-26, R5, 12-t- net 12 

22. 

1846 N-19, R4, 10-h net 8 

20. 

1850 N-25, R5, 12 net 8 

17. 

1847 N-19, R1, 25-f 

25. 

1851 N-40, R6, 15 net 2, rim dam 

. 25. 

1848 N-5, R4, 12 net 7 

9. 

1853 N-25, R1, 35+ net 30 

30. 

1848 N-20, R3, 40 net 35 

60. 

* * * * 

1854 N-28, R5+, 8+ net 7 
********* 

30. 


ALAN V. WEINBERG, EAC #1899 23321 Aetna Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

(818) 348-3749 

Pay top dollar for 1652 Massachusetts colonial silver coinage-oak tree and pine tree. 

Full, basically round, undipped flans, well-struck, essentially problem-free EF-40 and 

better. Particularly need oak tree sixpence and threepence. Also seriously collect pre- 

1900 American gold and silver historical medals, including Indian Peace and 

lifesaving, and “Old West” & “Deep South” saloon and military fort trade tokens. 

************* 


ED SARRAFIAN, EAC #1 628 P.O. Box 864 

Colonials for sale: 


Glenview, IL 60025 
(847) 827-2184 


1786 Connecticut Ml -A, low R5, ex-Taylor, about XF $1200. 

1786 Connecticut M2-D, choice smooth VF 400. 

1788 Connecticut M 12.1 -F.1 , choice smooth VF 400. 

1723-B France, 1/2 sol, Anton-Kesse 123, finer than plate coin, VF 1000. 

1722-H France, sol, VF 900. 

1787 New Jersey 56-m, o/s Machin’s 6-72A, rare undertype, VF 900. 

1804 Mexico 4 reales, better date, VF 150. 

1791 Peru, transitional 2 reales, Charles lll/IV, VF 45. 

************* 
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TOM REYNOLDS, EAC #222 P.O. Box 24529 Omaha, NE 68124 

(402) 895-3065 

1800 S-208 R3 VF20 $1950. Light brown with smooth, glossy surfaces. Some very 

minor circ. marks. Terminal die state with heavy TY rim 
cud. Tied for Condition Census #5. Removed from an 
NGC holder graded VF-35. Ex-Spink, Byron Reed, Lot 
245,10-9-96. AVERAGE -H. 

1837 N-5 R2 MS60-I- $825. PHC/SL. Golden biscuit with choice, lustrous surfaces. 

VERY CHOICE. 

SEND NAME AND ADDRESS TO RECEIVE FREE PRICE LISTS. 




FRANK STEIMLE, EAC #2244 2200 Appleby Dr. Wanamassa, NJ 07712-4636 


Inexpensive colonial coppers for sale; add $3 P & I per order; 

Ct. 1785 M 3.1 -A. 3, Fine+, typical planchet flaw on Obv. $57. 

1787 M 30-hh.1 , VF, dark brown, rubbed red high points, 5% OC 67. 

1787 M 31 .1-gg.1 , VG-i- , smooth brown, minor edge nick 32. 

1787 M 31 .2-r.3, porous Fine-i- 37. 

1787 M 33.2-Z.12, porous AF 27. 

1787M33.6-KK (triple ribbon), VG-h, planchet flaw 27. 

1788 M 11-G, VG-h 27. 

T. A. L. 1794 VF, nice, with some edge dings 57. 

Continental currency, Bashlow restrikes, wm/ni, cu AU-Unc. @ 15. 


And that, dear reader, is it. 

If it was an item in a used book catalogue, the description might read, 

“3pp. prelims, 35 pp., 7pp. ads.” 

If you’re satisfied with that, you can stop reading now. 

If you’re not satisfied, go back and reread the Introduction-and then dust off your 
typewriter or word processor, and send in a contribution. 

I know that not everyone feels fully qualified to send in a major manuscript; 

I’m not asking for that. (Though the real slackers know who they are.) 
I’m merely asking that you share in the process of making this publication 
truly representative of the people who read it. 
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Now accepting 
Consign ments 


for our February 1998 
Pre-Long Beach Coin Auction 
in Beverly Hills, California 


/ COMPETITIVE COMMISSION RATES 
/ IMMEDIATE CASH ADVANCE AVAILABLE 
/ BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE 
/ PROVEN RESULTS 


We are accepting Colonials, Half Cents 
and Large Cents for this important auction. 

CALL 800-421-0754 NOW 
TO RESERVE SPACE IN THIS SALE 

CATALOGUE PRICE: $15.00 (U.S.) / $30.00 (Outside U.S. 


CONSIGNMENT AND CATALOGUE ORDER FORM 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 

□ YES, I AM INTERESTED IN CONSIGNING TO SUPERIOR'S 
FEBRUARY 1998 PRE-LONG BEACH COIN AUCTION. 

PLEASE HAVE A REPRESENTATIVE CALL ME AT 


TELEPHONE NO. 


□ YES, SEND ME THE FEBRUARY 1998 PRE-LONG BEACH COIN 
AUCTION CATALOGUE. 

CHARGE MY: □ VISA G MASTERCARD G AMERICAN EXPRESS 

ACCOUNT NO. EXPIRATION DATE 

SIGNATURE 


TOTAL ENCLOSED 


CHECK, CREDIT CARD OR MONEY ORDER ACCEPTED FOR CATALOGUE PURCHASE. 
CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ADD 8.25% SALES TAX. PWH7 


BONDED 

CALIFORNIA 

AUCTIONEERS 



UPERIOR3TAMP 




Ira M. Goldberg 
Lawrence S. Goldberg 
Mark E, Goldberg 


9478 WEST OLYMPIC BOULEVARD BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA 9021 2-4299 
TEL 310-203-9855 TOLL FREE 800-421-0754 FAX 310-203-0496 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE ( Li tt p : // www . s u pe r i o r s c . c o m /s u p e r i o r/) 
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Give him/her a 


^(Rnrs(PECijiL gi‘PT 

SPECIAL to Current EAC Members 

$100 Postpaid 

(List Price $125 Postpaid) 

Or Get An Autographed Copy 
Direct from the Author 

John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Dr. 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 





APPLICATION FOR EAC ‘98 BOURSE SPACE 
APPLICATION/PAYMENT DEADLINE- 1 MARCH 1998 


Please reserve for me bourse tablc(s) at EAC 1998 in Boston. I will need 

e.xtra cases and extra lamps. In addition to the one case and lamp provided with 

each table, I enclose $150 ($225 for comer), $10 for each extra case, and $5 for each extra lamp requested 
above. 


Please list me in the convention program as 

Bourse assistant (one person permitted) 

The application deadline means~in the bourse chairman’s hands— no later than March 1, 1998. 
Bourse fees will be refunded to those so desiring prior to the deadline date. Fees rehmded after that time 
will only be to those suffering a bonafide emergency at the time of the convention opening. 

I understand that only numismatically related material may be offered, which consists p rimari ly of 
pre-1865 U.S. colter coinage, tokens and their related literature. 

The undersigned hereby releases EAC, it’s ofBcers,directors and agents from all liability, claims, 
demands, and losses including those claims arising fi-om any negligence of EAC or it’s agents. The 
undersigned recognizes that EAC does not maintain liability or other insurance. Insurance for the 
property of the undersigned is solely the responsibility of the undersigned. 

A guarded security room will be provided for the period covering from April 2nd , 2 p.m. through 
April 3rd, 9 a.m. EAC assumes no responsibilty for adequacy or performance of the security room nor for 
the guard service provided. 

PRINTED NAME 

SIGNATURE 


ADDRESS 


PHONE OR FAX 
DATE 


PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FAC '98 AND MAIT. TO 

EAC-98 
Ronnie Adam 
P.O. Box 471 
Uxbridge, MA 01569 


